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Board members   

Lena Karlsson  Director of Studies, Graduate School 

Leysan Storie Program Director, Politics and Society of the Contemporary  

 Middle East 

Anne Jerneck Program Director, Development Studies 

Christopher Swader Program Director, Social Scientific Data Analysis 

Rikard Gustavsson Political Science 

Axel Fredholm Sociology  

Ida Nafstad Sociology of Law 

Mikhail Martynovich Human Geography 

Sarah Rebecca Kurian (SK) Student representative, Global Studies  

Yara Dgheim Student representative, Politics and Society of the Contemporary  

 Middle East 

Regina Hausiku Student representative, Development Studies 

Kamal Giri Student representative, Development Studies 

Oscar Behrmann Student representative, Global Studies 

 

  

Other  

Lucie Larssonova Graduate School, Secretary in the Board 

Yağmur Yilmaz Graduate School 

Katherine Ahlstedt Graduate School 

Maria Persson Ling Graduate School 
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Catia Gregoratti Program Director, Global Studies 

Marta Kolankiewicz         Program Director, Social Studies of Gender 

Marta Kolankiewicz         Gender Studies 

Gabriella Scaramuzzino School of Social Work 
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§  Decision item 

 

1. Meeting opens  

Meeting opens at 13.15.  

 

2. Election of a Board member to check the minutes  

The Board decides to elect Mikhail Martynovich to, together with the Chair, 

check the minutes.  

 

3. Confirmation of the agenda  

The Board decides to confirm the agenda without amendment.  

 

4. Minutes from the Graduate School Board meeting February 13, 2025  

 Minutes from the meeting 13 February 2025 are confirmed.  

 

5.  Course evaluations 

Appendix §8 a-m 

Evaluations for the following courses are confirmed:  

• SIMM52 Designing Research in Social Sciences, 7.5 credits, fall 2024 

• SIMM53 Methods in Contemporary Middle Eastern Studies, 7.5 credits, 

fall 2024 

• SIMM54 Feminist Methodologies and Theories of Knowledge, 7.5 credits, 

fall 2024 

• SIMM57 Research in Global Studies, 7.5 credits, fall 2024 

• SIMM58 Methods in Development Studies, 7.5 credits, fall 2024 

• SIMM59 Document Research, 7.5 credits, fall 2024 

• SIMM61 Quantitative Data Analysis in R, 15 credits, fall 2024 

• SIMM71 Computational Content Analysis for the Social Sciences, 7.5 

credits, fall 2024 

• SIMP45 Introduction to Middle Eastern Studies, 15 credits, fall 2024 

• SIMS47 Contemporary Issues in the Middle East, 15 credits, fall 2024 

• SIMS59 Social Media and Democracy, 7.5 credits, fall 2024 

• SIMR45 Social Sciences: Internship, 30 credits, fall 2024 

• SIMR46 Social Sciences: Internship, 15 credits, fall 2024 
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6. Change in course syllabus 

Appendix §6 a-b 

The Board approves the establishment of the following course syllabi: 

• SIMP55 The Process of Social Research, 15 credits, fall 2025 

• SIMS40 AI in Society, 15 credits, fall 2025 

The Board approved the course syllabus change via a per capsulam decision 

2025-03-10.   

 

 

7. Change in course literature 

Appendix §7 a-c 

 

 The Board approves the establishment of the following course literature lists: 

• SIMP37, Theories and Issues in Development, 15 credits, fall 2025 

• SIMP38 Historical Aspects of Development, 15 credits, spring 2026 

  
 The Board rejects the establishment of the following course literature list: 

• SIMS40 AI in Society, 15 credits, fall 2025 

 

8.  Information from the student representatives 

  

 The student representatives report: 

 Follow-up discussion regarding scholarship opportunities for second-year program 

students. Graduate School doesn’t administer scholarships at the department level 

but would be happy to support students in illuminating the issue. 

 Discussion on internships and problems students face, e.g. difficult finding 

English-speaking internships, agreement form deadline being early, lack of 

opportunities for international students at career fairs. 

 Thesis supervision discussion pertaining to large supervision groups; students feel 

like supervision is going too quickly and they’re not getting the attention they need. 

Graduate School is aware of the problems with supervision groups but it’s a tricky 

when the structure is beneficial to some students while not ideal for others. 

Graduate School will continue to work with improving their own recommendation 

and guidelines while students are encouraged to contact their supervisors and/or 

Graduate School with any concerns.   

 Student council held a fika for first-year students to promote student representative 

positions which went well.  

 Last representative assembly took place and a motion to add Graduate School to 

PLUTO went through.  
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9. Information from Graduate School  

Exchange studies opportunities: Graduate School is working on establishing new 

bilateral exchange agreements, especially for Middle Eastern Studies students. 

Leysan has been getting in touch with various universities to establish 

collaborations. More information to come. 

 

Program admissions: Presented by Maria. First step of the admissions process is 

now finalized. Like many other programs, we have more applicants than ever 

before. We have tried to figure out how many to admit in each program to land on 

the right number of students come program start, but it's always a bit of a guessing 

game. We did a comparison from previous years in terms of priority ones: 130 in 

DVS; 97 in GLS; 121 in Gender; 91 in SSDA; 77 in MES (currently open for late 

application). 
  

Events: Communities of practice workshop took place on April 9, which some 

students and staff took part in. Graduate School team is currently busy 

preparing for graduation ceremony which will be on June 12. 

 

 

11.     Next meeting 

June 9  

 

 

12. Other questions 

No other questions.  

 

13.     Meeting closes 

Meeting closes at 15.00 
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