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In attendance  

Board members   

Lena Karlsson  Director of Studies, Graduate School 

Leysan Storie Program Director, Politics and Society of the Contemporary  

 Middle East 

Catia Gregoratti Program Director, Global Studies 

Christopher Swader Program Director, Social Scientific Data Analysis 

Ida Nafstad Sociology of Law 

Mikhail Martynovich Human Geography 

Gabriella Scaramuzzino School of Social Work 

Sarah Rebecca Kurian (SK) Student representative, Global Studies 

Sunniva Sæverud Student representative, Social Scientific Data Analysis  

Yara Dgheim Student representative, Politics and Society of the Contemporary  

 Middle East 

 

  

Other  

Lucie Larssonova Graduate School, Secretary in the Board 

Helen Wiman Graduate School, Administrative team leader 

Yağmur Yilmaz Graduate School 

Katherine Ahlstedt Graduate School 

Frank Schreier Graduate School 

 

 

Absent 

Anne Jerneck Program Director, Development Studies 

Marta Kolankiewicz         Program Director, Social Studies of Gender 

Rikard Gustavsson Political Science 

Marta Kolankiewicz         Gender Studies 

Axel Fredholm Sociology  

Student representative 

Student representative 
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§  Decision item 

 

1. Meeting opens  

Meeting opens at 13.20.  

 

2. Election of a Board member to check the minutes  

The Board decides to elect Catia Gregoratti to, together with the Chair, check the 

minutes.  

 

3. Confirmation of the agenda  

The Board decides to confirm the agenda without amendment.  

 

4. Minutes from the Graduate School Board meeting June 3, 2024 

 Minutes from the meeting 3 June 2024 are confirmed.  

 

5.  Course evaluations  

Appendices §5 a-o 

• Evaluations for the following courses are confirmed: 

o SIMM16 Introduction to Quantitative Methods, VT 2024 

o SIMM23 Theory of Science for the Social Sciences, VT 2024 

o SIMM25 Fieldwork, VT 2024 

o SIMM27 Methods of Text and Discourse Analysis, VT 2024 

o SIMM30 Participatory Methods of Change and Development, VT 

2024 

o SIMM32 Quantitative Methods: Multivariate Analysis, VT 2024 

o SIMM34 Digital Media Research, VT 2024 

o SIMM35 Digital Ethnography, VT 2024 

o SIMM48 Qualitative Analysis and Coding (using software), VT 

2024 

o SIMM56 Process Tracing, VT 2024 

o SIMP02 Globalisation, Conflict, Security and the State, VT 2024 

o SIMP28 Critical Feminist Perspectives in Social Theory, VT 2024 

o SIMP46 Middle Eastern Studies: Theory and Society, VT 2024 

o SIMP56 Using Social Theory, VT 2024 

o Graduate School Thesis Course Evaluation, VT 2024 

 

6.  Establishment of Graduate School course offerings, spring 2025  

 Appendix §6 

• The establishment of Graduate School course offerings, spring 2025, is 

approved. 
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7.  Changes in course literature: SIMS59 Social Media and Democracy, fall 2024  

 Appendix §7 

• The Board approved the course literature change via a per capsulam decision 

2024-08-28. 
 

8. Information from Graduate School team 

- Staff changes: Frank Schrier is taking a temporary leave of absence as of 

October 2024.  

- Program admissions updates: Deadline for admitted students to be in Lund 

and for conditionally admitted students was September 22. Current 

numbers: 26 SSG, 35 GLS, 33 MES, 41 SDA, 23 DVS.  

- Language courses: The issue has been thoroughly looked into and based 

on updated program syllabi, elective courses need to fulfil requirements of 

students’ majors (apart from MES). Canvas cohort portals will be updated 

to make requirements clearer.  

- Thesis updates: Information about thesis developments in accordance with 

Graduate School’s development plan. 

- International situation, update: Follow-up discussion on demonstrations 

and the university’s handling of the demonstrations at the central level. 

Graduate School and Faculty leadership have been maintaining dialogue 

with students and several ways forward have been identified: a workshop 

on resilience and community within academia as well as a debate dealing 

with some of the issues at stake. Requests for follow-up measures based on 

the dialogue with students in follow up meetings and the letters addressed 

to the director of study and the pro dean for education to be communicated 

more broadly to students. 

 

9.  Information from the student representatives  

- The student representatives met first-year students at Graduate School’s 

Potluck event. First-year students noted lack of outlets (Graduate School will 

inform teachers about where they can pick up external outlets).  

- Second-year students raise questions of thesis supervision and if they can be 

assigned supervisors earlier (due to resource constraints and discussions of 

equal treatment, earlier supervision is likely not possible). 

- Student representatives raise question of bringing the student ambassador 

program back since many students don’t necessarily have contact their 
departments prior to the thesis (Graduate School development plan to be 

discussed at next Board meeting).   

- Discussion on prior problems with SDA courses which will hopefully be 

resolved since updating the courses.   
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10.  Discussion items 

- Discussion on challenges of a distributed system of responsibility in 

relation to planning for emergency situations (long-term sickness, etc.). The 

goal would be to deal with the vulnerability of borrowing from and being 

totally dependent on the departments; Graduate School would like to find a 

system for mutually solving these situations. Discussions will continue in 

the education board and with directors of studies.  

 

11.     Next meeting 

28 November 2023 

 

 

12.     Meeting closes 

Meeting closes at 15.00 
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