
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graduate School  

 

 Graduate School Board, 2024-06-03 
 

In attendance  

Board members   

Lena Karlsson  Director of Studies, Graduate School 

Leysan Storie Program Director, Middle Eastern Studies 

Catia Gregoratti Program Director, Global Studies 

Marta Kolankiewicz         Program Director, Social Studies of Gender 

Christopher Swader Program Director, Social Scientific Data Analysis 

Axel Fredholm Sociology 

Ida Nafstad Sociology of Law  

Marta Kolankiewicz Gender Studies  

Sunniva Sæverud Student representative, Social Scientific Data Analysis 

Angela Kinyanjui Student representative, Development Studies 

  

Other  

Lucie Larssonova Graduate School, Secretary in the Board 

Helen Wiman Graduate School, Administrative team leader 

Yağmur Yilmaz Graduate School 

 

 

Absent 

Rikard Bengtsson Political Science 

Anne Jerneck Program Director, Development Studies 

Mikhail Martynovich Human Geography 

Gabriella Scaramuzzino School of Social Work 

Sarah Rebecca Kurian (SK) Student representative, Global Studies 

Patrycja Andrychowicz Student representative, Social Scientific Data Analysis Edward 
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§  Decision item 

 

1. Meeting opens  

Meeting opens at 13.15.  

 

2. Election of a Board member to check the minutes  

The Board decides to elect Christopher Swader to, together with the Chair, check 

the minutes.  

 

3. Confirmation of the agenda  

The Board decides to confirm the agenda with the addition of a course literature 

change, SIMM61 Quantitative Data Analysis in R, fall 2024, to the meeting. 

 

4. Minutes from the Graduate School Board meeting April 18, 2024  

 Minutes from the meeting 18 April 2024 are confirmed.  

 

5.  Course evaluation 

Appendix §5 

• The SIMP38 Historical Aspects of Development, spring 2024, course 

evaluation is confirmed.  

 

 

6. Establishment of Graduate School examiners, fall 2024  

 Appendix §6 

• The establishment of Graduate School examiners, fall 2024, is approved. 

 

 

7. Establishment of new course syllabi 

Appendix §7 a-f 

The Board approves the establishment of the following course syllabi: 

• SIMP58 The Structure of Social Theory, spring 2025 

• SIMP59 Data Selection and Visualisation, spring 2025 

 

 

8.  Changes in course syllabi 
Appendix §8 a-e 

• The Board approves the following course syllabus changes:  

o SIMR45 Social Sciences: Internship, 30 credits, fall 2024 
o SIMR46 Social Sciences: Internship, 15 credits, fall 2024 

o SIMP02 Globalisation, Conflict, Security and the State, spring 

2025 

o SIMP38 Historical Aspects of Development, spring 2025 

o SIMP46 Middle Eastern Studies: Theory and Society, spring 2025 
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9.  Changes in course literature 

 Appendix §9 a-g 

• The Board approves the following course literature changes: 

o SIMP27 Gender, Class, Ethnicity and Sexuality, fall 2024 

o SIMP37 Theories and Issues in Development, fall 2024 

o SIMS59 Social Media and Democracy, fall 2024 

o SIMM54 Feminist Methodologies and Theories of Knowledge, fall 

2024 

o SIMM58 Methods in Development Studies, fall 2024 

o SIMM61 Quantitative Data Analysis in R, fall 2024 

o SIMP02 Globalization, Conflict, Security and the State, spring 

2025  

 

10. Information from Graduate School 

- Revisions of course syllabi: Graduate School is currently working on 

revising all course syllabi, striving to have more uniform syllabi so 

students can know what to expect. Special emphasis is being put on 

clarifying the assessments and mandatory components – this is going to be 

an ongoing project for the coming time. We want to make it more clear for 

the sake of student rights but also because we’ve had issues in the past and 

want to have transparency. 

- Graduation ceremony 2024: A large portion of the team is preparing for 

tomorrow’s graduation ceremony, which has been coordinated by Graduate 

School.  

- Program admissions 2024: We are having a look at how many students we 

can expect for the autumn. The question of whether course budgets will 

change with larger cohorts comes up, to which Lena answers that there will 

always be a higher budget for increases in the number of students who 

need to be examined. 

- Budget: Lena is working through the financial situation and course 

budgets; we are still heavily in the red. The initial plan was to send the 

budgets out to course coordinators the day before midsummer, but the 

budgets will need to be reworked after summer, likely in August. 

- International situation: Intense international situation, lively engagement 

among students and staff, within the faculty and outside. To address some 

of the issues raised, Lena together with the Vice Dean will schedule a 

meeting with the student representatives who have asked questions to 

Lena/Graduate School. Lena would like to have a meeting with the 

program directors as they have raised some issues and after that meeting 

we can move forward and see how and which issues can be raised higher, 

not only because of what has happened on campus in recent days but in 

recent months. 

The Global Studies and Politics and Society of the Contemporary Middle 

East program directors are carrying out a project on preventive 

pedagogical work on conflict and discrimination during the year and hope 

to report results to the Board.   
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11.  Information from the student representatives  

- A student representative thanks everyone for their comments on the current 

situation and thanks Graduate School for taking the initiative to push the 

issue further. While it is positive to have a meeting with Graduate School 

and the faculty leadership, students need some kind of confirmation that 

Graduate School is actively doing something - there needs to be some kind 

of feedback to students along the way. A board member suggests that the 

Board make a statement, at least against police violence against student 

activism. Discussion on whether it is within the Board's mandate to make a 

statement or not. 

- Angela raises the issue that has come to her table with regards to the thesis 

defence, students having been told that they have not met the standards of 

their departments. There seems to be a conflict between the program and 

the major. Lena will work a lot on the communication with the departments 

because students write a thesis within their programs but with a major 

corresponding to one of the departments, so it is not the same as writing a 

thesis in the department.  

This is Angela’s last Board meeting, thanks everyone and the Board thanks 

her for her service as a student representative.  

 

12.     Next meetings 

- 26 September 2024 

- 28 November 2024 

  

 

 

13.     Meeting closes 

Meeting closes at 15.05 
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