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Welcome to the Autumn term’s course 
Gender and Politics in the Middle East. 
This course aims to confront prevailing stereotypes, both Western and Middle Eastern, about women, 
men, femininity, and masculinity in the Middle East while fostering students' capacity for critical 
reflection. 

The focus will be on the importance of gender to the practice of political life in the Middle East, 
emphasising the social, political, economic, and cultural contexts of these dynamics, their role in the 
distribution of power, political organisation, and the boundary between public and private life. 

The course emphasizes political issues, but is interdisciplinary in nature and draws heavily from the 
disciplines of sociology, political science, anthropology, public health, and women’s studies, among 
others. Subjects covered include the interaction of religion, law, and interpretation; modernisation, 
secularism, and Islamism; the gendered nature of the state, nationalism and conflict; resistance and 
globalisation; political representation and participation; Orientalism, colonialism and imperialism; 
the mobilisation of women's movements; and political representation and participation. Case studies 
on women’s legal rights, the gendered nature of the state, and the participation of women in formal 
politics will be covered. The course will also provide a historical overview of women’s status and issues 
in the MENA region.  

Teaching and Examination 
The teaching consists of lectures, seminars, and class presentations of the readings.  

Unless there are valid reasons to the contrary, compulsory participation is required in the seminars 
and class exercises. Students who have been unable to participate due to circumstances such as 
accidents or sudden illness will be offered the opportunity to compensate for or retake compulsory 
components. This also applies to students who have been absent because of duties as an elected 
student representative.  

 Formal learning outcomes for the course 

Knowledge and understanding 
On completion of the course, students shall be able to:  

๏ Describe how the social, political, economic, and cultural construction of gender influences the 
nature and practice of political life in the Middle East.  

๏ Explain terms and concepts such as Orientalism, colonialism, imperialism, nationalism and 
conflict, political activism in relation to gender and power.  

๏ Account for and discuss how gender is implicated in the distribution of power, and the boundaries 
of public life.  

Competence and skills 
On completion of the course, students shall be able to:  

๏ Demonstrate insight into relevant social phenomena related to gender in the Middle East given 
the key concepts introduced in the class.  

๏ Formulate complex research questions on issues related to gender, politics, and the Middle East.  

๏ Develop an informative, well-articulated, and extended argument about gender and politics in the 
Middle East. 

Judgement and approach 
On completion of the course, students shall be able to:  

๏ Identify gender, class, ethnicity/sect, sexuality, religion, and political status as major categories of 
social analysis in the Middle East.  

๏ Demonstrate the ability to reflect on the development of knowledge within the intersecting fields 
of gender studies, politics, and Middle East area studies. 

Assessment 
Overview 

The student is examined through three different types of assignments: 

๏ Assignment 1: Peer-review of class presentation 10%  

๏ Assignment 2: Review essay 40% 

๏ Assignment 3: Final paper 50% 

The examiner, in consultation with Disability Support Services, may deviate from the regular form of 
examination in order to provide a permanently disabled student with a form of examination 
equivalent to that of a student without a disability. 

Grades 

Marking scale: Fail, E, D, C, B, A. 
 
The grade for a non-passing result is Fail. The student’s performance is assessed with reference to the 
learning outcomes of the course. For the grade of E the student must show acceptable results. For the 
grade of D the student must show satisfactory results. For the grade of C the student must show good 
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results. For the grade of B the student must show very good results. For the grade of A the student 
must show excellent results. For the grade of Fail the student must have shown unacceptable results.  

At the start of the course, students are informed about the learning outcomes stated in the syllabus 
and about the grading scale and how it is applied on the course.  

The grade distribution is as follows:  

๏ Assignment 1: 10%  

๏ Assignment 2: 40%  

๏ Assignment 3: 50%  

All assessed components are awarded points which will be added up to a total on which the final 
grade is based. The grade for the entire course consists of the average grade of all assessed assignments. 
For a grade of Pass on the entire course, the student must have been awarded at least E on all 
assessments. The student must also have participated in all compulsory components.  

Non-attendance at lectures and seminars 
All seminars are mandatory parts of the course. If you do miss a seminar you have to submit a 
reflection/response paper of 1500 words within a week of the missed class.  

Re-examination opportunities 
The course includes opportunities for assessment at a first examination, a re-sit close to the first 
examination and a second re-sit for courses that have ended during that school year. Two further re-
examinations on the same course content are offered within a year of the end of the course. After this, 
further re- examination opportunities are offered but in accordance with the current course syllabus. 

Students can submit their assignments for re-examination 3 weeks after the original deadline, on 
December 21, 2021. The next examination date is mid-July 2022. 

Plagiarism 
All final papers will be automatically checked by software and by the graders to detect plagiarism of 
any sort. Plagiarism constitutes a severe offence in academia, as it means using another person’s ideas 
without admitting to it. Note that there is also self-plagiarism (e.g. you take over parts of a paper that 
you have already written/submitted elsewhere) and translation-plagiarism (you translate from a non-
English source and submit this as your own text). All cases of plagiarism will be handled by the 
Graduate School. Less severe cases will affect your grade negatively. More severe cases may lead to 

exclusion from the course/program and suspension from the university through the University 
Disciplinary Board. 

See appendix 1 for more information. 

Surveys and Survey Results 
Surveys are an important part of course management, as we base future course discussions on the 
results. The Graduate School Board (including all student representatives) are able to see all survey 
reports and survey results will also be visible on the course Canvas page once published. But 
everything in the end hinges on you – please do take the time to answer the survey when it is sent out 
so we get solid response rates!
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Your teachers

Rola El-Husseini (course coordinator) holds a PhD in 
Sociology from the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences 
Sociales in Paris, France. She has taught at several 
universities in the US and is committed to fostering the 
intellectual growth of her students while facilitating fair 
but challenging courses. She firmly believes in the 
benefits of being grounded in the scholarly literature and 
thinks it is imperative for students to be able to 
intellectually engage with the material, synthesize it, and 
explain it in a cogent, nuanced manner. Her research 
interests include civil wars and ethnic conflict, 
democratization, and gender.

Rola El-Husseini  
(course coordinator) 

rola.el-husseini_dean@svet.lu.se

mailto:rola.el-husseini_dean@svet.lu.se
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COURSE 
RESOURCES

In this section we present the course literature and other course resources. This section is to help you 
to orient yourself in different types of readings and their functions in the course. 

If download links fail, books and articles will be locatable via LUBSearch. 
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Abdulhadi, Rabab & Evelyn Alsultany, Nadine Naber (eds.) Arab and Arab-
American Feminisms: Gender, Violence, and Belonging, Syracuse: Syracuse 
University Press, 2015.  

From the blurb: In this collection, Arab and Arab American feminists enlist 
their intimate experiences to challenge simplistic and long-held assumptions 
about gender, sexuality, and commitments to feminism and justice-centered 
struggles among Arab communities. Contributors hail from multiple geo-
graphical sites, spiritualities, occupations, sexualities, class backgrounds, and 
generations. Poets, creative writers, artists, scholars, and activists employ a 
mix of genres to express feminist issues and highlight how Arab and Arab 
American feminist perspectives simultaneously inhabit multiple, overlapping, 
and intersecting spaces: within families and communities; in anticolonial and 
antiracist struggles; in debates over spirituality and the divine; within radical, 
feminist, and queer spaces; in academia and on the street; and among each 
other.

Chapter 11 (12 pages)  

ISBN 0815633866  

Publisher info

Arenfeldt, Pernille & Nawar Golley (eds.) Mapping Arab women’s movements. 
Cairo: American University of Cairo Press, 2012.  

From the blurb: This volume presents a pioneering collection of analyses focused on 
the ideologies and activities of formal women's organizations and informal women's 
groups across a range of Arab countries. With contributions on Syria, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Palestine, Iraq, Egypt, Kuwait, United Arab Emirates, Yemen, and the Arab 
diaspora in the United States, Mapping Arab Women's Movements delineates 
similarities and differences between historical and contemporary efforts towards 
greater gender justice. The authors explore the origins of women's movements, trace 
their development during the past century, and address the impact of counter-
movements, alliances, and international collaborations within the region and beyond.

Intro & Chapter 1 (42 
pages) 

ISBN 977-4-16498-9 

Publisher info

Darhour, Hanane & Drude Dahlrup (eds.) Double-Edged Politics on Women’s 
Rights in the MENA Region. London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2020. 

From the blurb: While the Arab Uprisings presented new opportunities for 
the empowerment of women, the sidelining of women remains a constant 
risk in the post-revolutionist MENA countries. Changes in the position of 
women are crucial to the reconfiguration of state-society relations and to the 
discussions between Islamist and secular trends. Theoretically framed and 
based on new empirical data, this edited volume explores women’s activism 
and political representation as well as discursive changes, with a particular 
focus on secular and Islamic feminism, and changes in popular opinions on 
women’s position in society. While the contributors express optimistic as well 
as more pessimistic views for the future, they agree that this is a period of 
uncertainty for women in the region, and that support by ruling elites 
towards women’s rights remains ambiguous and double-edged. 

Chapters 2 & 4 as well as 
pp257-278 

ISBN 3030277348  

Publisher info

El Said, Maha & Lena Meari, Nicola Pratt (eds.) Rethinking Gender in 
Revolutions and Resistance: Lessons from the Arab World. London: Zed Books, 
2015.  

From the blurb: Ever since the uprisings that swept the Arab world, the role 
of Arab women in political transformations received unprecedented media 
attention. The copious commentary, however, has yet to result in any serious 
study of the gender dynamics of political upheaval. / Rethinking Gender in 
Revolutions and Resistance is the first book to analyse the interplay between 
moments of sociopolitical transformation, emerging subjectivities and the 
different modes of women’s agency in forging new gender norms in the Arab 
world. Written by scholars and activists from the countries affected, 
including Palestine, Egypt, Tunisia and Libya, this is an important addition 
to Middle Eastern gender studies.

Chapters 7 & 8 (50 pages) 

ISBN 178360283X 

Publisher info

https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/rethinking-gender-in-revolutions-and-resistance-9781783602827
https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9783030277345
https://cairo.universitypressscholarship.com/view/10.5743/cairo/9789774164989.001.0001/upso-9789774164989
https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/464/arab-and-arab-american-feminisms/
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Haddad, Yvonne & John Esposito (eds.) Islam, Gender, and Social Change. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998.  

  

From the blurb: One of the most controversial and emotionally charged 
aspects of the Muslim religious resurgence has been its effect on women in 
Muslim societies. The essays collected in this book place the issue in its 
historical context and offer case studies of Muslim societies from North 
Africa to Southeast Asia. The volume as a whole militates against the 
stereotype of Muslim women as repressed, passive, and without initiative, 
while acknowledging the very real obstacles to women's initiatives in most of 
these societies.

Chapter 5 (15 pages) 

ISBN 0195113578 

Publisher info

Hasso, Frances & Zakia Salime (eds.) Freedom without Permission: Bodies and 
Space in the Arab Revolutions. Durham: Duke University Press, 2016. 

From the blurb: As the 2011 uprisings in North Africa reverberated across 
the Middle East, a diverse cross section of women and girls publicly disputed 
gender and sexual norms in novel, unauthorized, and often shocking ways. 
In a series of case studies ranging from Tunisia's 14 January Revolution to 
the Taksim Gezi Park protests in Istanbul, the contributors to Freedom 
without Permission reveal the centrality of the intersections between body, 
gender, sexuality, and space to these groundbreaking events. Essays include 
discussions of the blogs written by young women in Egypt, the 
Women2Drive campaign in Saudi Arabia, the reintegration of women into 
the public sphere in Yemen, the sexualization of female protesters encamped 
at Bahrain's Pearl Roundabout, and the embodied, performative, and artistic 
spaces of Morocco's 20 February Movement. Conceiving of revolution as 
affective, embodied, spatialized, and aesthetic forms of upheaval and 
transgression, the contributors show how women activists imagined, 
inhabited, and deployed new spatial arrangements that undermined the 
public-private divisions of spaces, bodies, and social relations, continuously 
transforming them through symbolic and embodied transgressions. 

Chapter 2 (29 pages) 

ISBN 0822362414 

Publisher info

Joseph, Suad & Susan Sylomovics (eds.) Women and Power in the Middle 
East. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2000.  

From the blurb: The seventeen essays in Women and Power in the Middle East 
analyze the social, political, economic, and cultural forces that shape gender 
systems in the Middle East and North Africa. Published at different times in 
Middle East Report, the journal of the Middle East Research and 
Information Project, the essays document empirically the similarities and 
differences in the gendering of relations of power in twelve countries—
Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Sudan, Palestine, Lebanon, Turkey, 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, and Iran. Together they seek to build a 
framework for understanding broad patterns of gender in the Arab-Islamic 
world.

Chapters 1 & 4 (20 pages) 

ISBN 0812217497 

Publisher info

Kandiyoti. Deniz. (ed.) Women, Islam, and the State. Philadelphia: Temple 
University Press, 1991.  

From the blurb: Political projects of modern nation-states, the specificities of 
their nationalist histories and the positioning of Islam vis-a-vis diverse 
nationalisms are addressed in this volume with respect to their implications 
and consequences for women through a series of case studies.

pp.201-236 (26 pages) 

ISBN 0877227861 

Publisher info

https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9780333526965
https://www.dukeupress.edu/freedom-without-permission
https://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/book/13429.html
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/islam-gender-and-social-change-9780195113570?cc=se&lang=en&
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Pratt, Nicola. Embodying Geopolitics: Generations of Women’s Activism in 
Egypt, Jordan, and Lebanon. Berkley, Ca: University of California Press, 
2020. 

From the blurb: When women took to the streets during the mass protests of 
the Arab Spring, the subject of feminism in the Middle East and North 
Africa returned to the international spotlight. In the subsequent years, 
countless commentators treated the region’s gender inequality as a 
consequence of fundamentally cultural or religious problems. In so doing, 
they overlooked the specifically political nature of these women’s activism. 
Moving beyond such culturalist accounts, this book turns to the relations of 
power in regional and international politics to understand women’s struggles 
for their rights. / Based on over a hundred extensive personal narratives from 
women of different generations in Egypt, Jordan, and Lebanon, Nicola Pratt 
traces women’s activism from national independence through to the Arab 
uprisings, arguing that activist women are critical geopolitical actors. 
Weaving together these personal accounts with the ongoing legacies of 
colonialism, Embodying Geopolitics demonstrates how the production and 
regulation of gender is integrally bound up with the exercise and 
organization of geopolitical power, with consequences for women’s activism 
and its effects.

Chapters 5, 6 & 7 (72 
pages) 

ISBN 0520281764 

Publisher info

Rohde, Achime & Christina von Braun, Stefanie Schüler-Springorum (eds.) 
National Politics and Sexuality in Transregional Perspective. London: 
Routledge, 2017.  

  

From the blurb: National Politics and Sexuality in Transregional Perspective 
explores how modern identity politics around the world are gendered and 
sexualized in multiple ways. Constructions of the imagined collective "self" 
often contain references to a heteronormative order, whereas relevant internal 
or external "others" are often felt to deviate from this order through their 
gendered or sexual practices. By contrast, some Western countries have 
witnessed the evolution of LGBTQI-friendly discourses by certain political 
actors in recent years, often in the context of the post-9/11 culture wars. Chapter 9 (15 pages) 

ISBN 1472482646 

Publisher info

Sadiqi, Fatima (ed). Women’s Movements in Post-“Arab Spring” North Africa. 
London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016. 

From the blurb: Centering on women's movements before, during, and after 
the revolutions, Women’s Movements in Post-“Arab Spring” North Africa 
highlights the broader sources of authority that affected the emergence of 
new feminist actors and agents and their impact on the sociopolitical 
landscapes of the region. 

Chapters 3, 2 & 7 (42 
pages) 

ISBN 1137520477 

Publisher info

Sharabi, Hisham. Neopatriarchy: A Theory of Distorted Change in Arab Society. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992.  

From the blurb: Sharabi argues that the historical patriarchal authority 
structure of the Middle East has not succumbed to modernization and 
disappeared or even been fundamentally revised. Instead it lives on as 
neopatriarchy: an inherited patriarchal authority which manifests itself at the 
level of the state and the family in the form of modernity, while retaining the 
essence of patriarchy in family, clan, and religion. / At the heart of the 
problem is a petty-bourgeois élite that has frozen further political and social 
development by frustrating the emergence of a full-blown bourgeois class or 
an empowered proletariat. Disquieting forces such as sexism and 
fundamentalism become the end result of the overall societal stagnation.

Chapters 1, 2 & 3 (45 
pages) 

ISBN 0195079132  

Publisher info

https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9781137520470
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520281769/embodying-geopolitics
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/neopatriarchy-9780195079135?q=Neopatriarchy:%20A%20Theory%20of%20Distorted%20Change%20in%20Arab%20Society&cc=se&lang=en#
https://www.routledge.com/National-Politics-and-Sexuality-in-Transregional-Perspective-The-Homophobic/Rohde-Braun-Schuler-Springorum/p/book/9780367332815
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Tripp, Aili. Seeking Legitimacy: Why Arab Autocracies Adopt Women’s rights. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 2020. 

From the blurb: Aili Mari Tripp explains why autocratic leaders in Morocco, 
Tunisia and Algeria embraced more extensive legal reforms of women's rights 
than their Middle Eastern counterparts. The study challenges existing 
accounts that rely primarily on religiosity to explain the adoption of 
women's rights in Muslim-majority countries. Based on extensive fieldwork 
in Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia and an original database of gender-based 
reforms in the Middle East and North Africa, this accessible study analyzes 
how women's rights are used both instrumentally and symbolically to 
advance the political goals of authoritarian regimes as leverage in attempts to 
side-line religious extremists. It shows how Islamist political parties have 
been forced to dramatically change their positions on women's rights to 
ensure political survival. In an original contribution to the study of women's 
rights in the Middle East and North Africa, Tripp reveals how women's 
rights movements have capitalized on moments of political turmoil to defend 
and advance their cause.

Intro, Chapters 1, 2 & 3 
(140 pages) 

ISBN 1108442846   

Publisher info

https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/seeking-legitimacy/E622F4379F563FD78704364A5BED085B
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Course Resources – Articles 
If download links fail, articles will be locatable via LUBSearch 

1. Abou Bakr, Omaima. 2001. “Islamic feminism? What’s in a name? Preliminary reflections,” 
Middle East Women’s Studies Review. 15-16. Pp. 8—11  
Available on Canvas 

2. Abu-Lughod, Lila. (2001). “Orientalism and Feminist Middle East Studies,” in Feminist Studies, 
Vol. 27, No. 1, pp.101-113.  
Download here 

3. Aksoy, Hurcan Asli (2018) “Gendered Strategies between Democratization and Democratic 
Reversal: The Curious Case of Turkey” Politics & Governance, Vol. 6, No3, pp. 101-111. 
Download here 

4. Alipour, M (2017) “Islamic shari'a law, neotraditionalist Muslim scholars and transgender sex-
reassignment surgery” International Journal of Transgenderism, Vol 18, No1, pp. 91-103  
Download here 

5. Awwad, Julian (2010) “The Postcolonial Predicament of Gay Rights in the Queen Boat Affair” 
Communication and Critical/Cultural Studies Vol. 7, No. 3, pp. 318-336.  
Download here 

6. Badran, Margot (2011) “From Islamic Feminism to a Muslim Holistic Feminism”. Institute of 
Development Studies Bulletin, Vol. 42, No. 1, pp. 78–87.  
Download here 

7. Bahramitash, Roksana. (2005). “The War on Terror, Feminist Orientalism, and Orientalist 
Feminism: Case Studies of Two North American Bestsellers,” Critique 14, pp. 221–35.  
Download here 

8. Bektas, Eda & Esra Issever-Ekinci (2019). “Who Represents Women in Turkey? An Analysis of 
Gender Difference in Private Bill Sponsorship in the 2011–15 Turkish Parliament.” Politics & 
Gender, Volume 15, No. 4, pp. 851-881   
Download here 

9. Benstead, Lindsay (2020). Conceptualizing and Measuring Patriarchy: The importance of 
feminist theory. Mediterranean Politics 
Download here 

10. Benstead, Lindsay (2016). “Why Quotas Are Needed to Improve Women’s Access to Services in 
Clientelistic Regimes” Governance Vol. 29, No. 2, pp. 185-205. 
Download here 

11. Bucar, Elizabeth and Faegheh Shirazi. (2012) “The “Invention” of Lesbian Acts in Iran: 
Interpretative Moves, Hidden Assumptions, and Emerging Categories of Sexuality,” Journal of 
Lesbian Studies, Vol. 16, No.  4, pp. 416-434. 
Download here 

12. Bulut, Alper, T. (2020) “What Drives Women’s Substantive Representation in Muslim-Majority 
Countries? Lessons from Turkey” Political Research Quarterly https://doi.org/

10.1177%2F1065912920948135  
Download here 

13. Bush, Sarah S and Lauren Prather (2020) “Islam, gender segregation, and political engagement: 
evidence from an experiment in Tunisia” Political Science: Research and Methods   
Download here 

14. Bush, Sarah S & Elenor Gao. (2017) “Small Tribes, Big Gains: The Strategic Uses of Gender 
Quotas in the Middle East.” Comparative Politics, Vol. 49, No.2, pp. 149-167.  
Download here 

15. Charrad, Mounira (2013) “Gender in the Middle East: Islam, State, Agency” Annual Review of 
Sociology 37, 417-437. 
Download here 

16. Cooke, Miriam. (2002) “Saving Brown Women.” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society, 
28(1), 468-470. 
Download here 

17. Durgun, Dogu. (2019) “Beyond silence and voice: gender, sexuality and antimilitarism in 
Turkey and Israel” Citizenship Studies, Vol. 23, No. 2, pp. 139-155. 
Download here 

18. El-Husseini, Rola (2016). Is gender the barrier to democracy? Women, Islamism, and the “Arab 
spring”” Contemporary Islam, Vol. 10, No.1, pp. 53-66 
Download here 

19. El Menyawi, H. (2006). “Activism from the Closet: Gay Rights Strategising in Egypt,” 
Melbourne Journal of International Law 7.1, pp. 28–51.  
Available on Canvas 

20. Ennaji, Moha. (2020) “Mernissi’s impact on Islamic feminism: a critique of the religious 
approach.” British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies  DOI:10.1080/13530194.2020.1840963   
Download here 

21. Fishman, Louis. (2013) “Turkey and LGBT Rights: A historical and global perspective” Turkish 
Policy Quarterly, Vol. 11, No. 4   
Download here 

22. Hoodfar, Homa and Shadi Sadr (2010) “Islamic Politics and Women's Quest for Gender 
Equality in Iran” Third World Quarterly, Vol. 31, No. 6, pp. 885-903. 
Download here 

23. Hasso, Frances. (2005) “Problems and Promise in Middle East and North Africa Gender 
Research” Feminist Studies 31 (3), 653-678 
Download here 

24. Kandiyoti, Deniz. (1988). “Bargaining with Patriarchy.” Gender and Society 2, pp. 274-290.  
Download here 

25. Karimi, Ahmad and Zohreh Bayatrizi (2018) “Dangerous positions: Male homosexuality in the 
new penal code of Iran” Punishment and Society, Vol. 21, No. 4, pp.  417-434 
Download here 

http://emedia.lub.lu.se/db
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/3178451.pdf?refreqid=excelsior:16f9690b8e51d9cbbf5cba322b58bf69
https://www.cogitatiopress.com/politicsandgovernance/article/view/1423
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15532739.2016.1250239
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14791420.2010.504598
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/20.500.12413/7558/IDSB_42_1_10.1111-j.1759-5436.2011.00203.x.pdf;jsessionid=1F8F38B1A376B5C7977B767E8B672FED?sequence=1
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/10669920500135512?needAccess=true
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/07CABF17DFEAFFD35752A785D945C317/S1743923X18000363a.pdf/who_represents_women_in_turkey_an_analysis_of_gender_difference_in_private_bill_sponsorship_in_the_201115_turkish_parliament.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/13629395.2020.1729627?needAccess=true
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/gove.12162
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10894160.2012.681263
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F1065912920948135
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F1065912920948135
https://doi.org/10.1177/1065912920948135
https://doi.org/10.1017/psrm.2020.37
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/24886195.pdf?refreqid=excelsior:37afeb638b105e4a84a067b4b9df4d88
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41288615?refreqid=excelsior:bebcf33740b3f5f92f243b3e9a980c8b&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/340888
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13621025.2019.1583724
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11562-015-0324-4
https://doi.org/10.1080/13530194.2020.1840963
http://turkishpolicy.com/Files/ArticlePDF/turkey-and-lgbt-rights-a-historical-and-global-perspective-winter-2013-en.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/27896587
https://www.jstor.org/stable/20459056?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/089124388002003004
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1462474518787465
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26. Mahadeen, Ebtihal. (2021) Queer Counterpublics and LGBTQ Pop Activism in Jordan”  British 
Journal of Middle Eastern Studies https://doi.org/10.1080/13530194.2021.1885850   
Download here 
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COURSE OVERVIEW

A detailed description of the course content, including work tasks. 
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Your course at a glance 

TIME COURSE ACTIVITY

Week 1
Lecture | Rola El-Husseini 
Orientalism and Misconceptions about Gender in MENA

Lecture | Rola El-Husseini 
Colonialism, Nationalism and Women in MENA

Week 2
Lecture | Rola El-Husseini 
Islam, Patriarchy and Neo-patriarchy 

Lecture  | Rola El-Husseini 
Islam, Feminism, and Islamic Feminism

Week 3 Deadline | Submit review essay 

Lecture  | Rola El-Husseini 
Women, Quotas, and Political Participation in Arab countries

Lecture | Rola El-Husseini 
Women and Political Participation in Iran and Turkey

Week 4 Deadline | Submit power point presentation

Lecture | Rola El-Husseini 
LGBT Activism and the State in Arab Countries 

Lecture | Rola El-Husseini 
LGBT Activism and the State in Iran, Israel, and Turkey

Deadline | Submit peer-review of class presentation 

Week 5 Seminar  | Student Presentations

Lecture | Rola El-Husseini  
Women and the Arab Uprisings

November 30, 2021 Deadline | Submit final paper

December 21, 2021 Deadline | Re-examination

NB. Regularly check the course lesson plan online 
for potential schedule alterations and to locate relevant classrooms
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Course details 

Orientalism and Misconceptions about Gender in MENA 
(lecture/seminar)  |  Teacher: Rola El-Husseini 

This lecture will discuss stereotypes held about Middle Eastern (especially Muslim) women in the West. ME 
women are often perceived as illiterate, marginalized, forced to wear the veil and oppressed by their religion. 

 

 

Colonialism, Nationalism and Women in MENA 
(lecture/seminar)  |  Teacher: Rola El-Husseini 

This lecture will discuss Middle Eastern women’s participation and roles in anti-colonial revolutions, and the 
way this participation shaped internal feminist politics. The lecture will also address women’s role in nation-
building post-independence in Middle Eastern states. 

 

 

Primary reading 

Abu-Lughod, Lila. (2001) 

Bahramitash, Roksanah (2005)  

Charrad, Mounira (2013) 

Cooke, Miriam. (2002) 

Hasso, Frances. (2005) 

Kahf, Mohja. (2015) 

What happens if you fail to attend this event?  

What to hand in: a reading reflection on the assigned reading for the seminar, 1500 words. 

How to hand in: upload on Canvas and send by e-mail to Rola El-Husseini 

When to hand in: within a week of the seminar

Primary reading 

Arenfeldt & Golley (eds.). (2012) Intro, Chapter 1 

Badran, Margot. (1991) pp201-236 

Graham-Brown, Sarah. (2000) in Joseph, Suad and Susan Sylomovics (eds.) pp. 23-33 

Hatem, Mervat. (1998) in Haddad and Esposito pp. 85-99 

Kandiyoti, Deniz. (2001) in Joseph, Suad and Susan Sylomovics (eds.) pp. 52-58

What happens if you fail to attend this event?  

What to hand in: a reading reflection on the assigned reading for the seminar, 1500 words. 

How to hand in: upload on Canvas and send by e-mail to Rola El-Husseini 

When to hand in: within a week of the seminar
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Islam, Patriarchy and Neo-Patriarchy  
(lecture/seminar)  |  Teacher: Rola El-Husseini 

This lecture will discuss the concept of patriarchy, and whether Islam is patriarchal or not. While scholars such 
as Aziza al-Hibri argue that Islam is not inherently patriarchal and that it is following the death of the Prophet 
Muhammed that patriarchal interests reasserted themselves, others such as Fatima Mernissi contend that the 
patriarchal family, which controlled women's sexuality, became the cornerstone of the new Islamic community. 

 

 

Islam, Feminism and Islamic Feminism  
(lecture/seminar)  |  Teacher: Rola El-Husseini 

This lecture questions the concept of “Islamic feminism” and whether it really exists or if it is an oxymoron as 
some would argue. It addresses the different understandings of the term, and questions whether such a concept 
is indigenous or based on Western views of women and equality. 

The lecture also discusses whether Islamist movements can be seen as feminist. 

 

 

Primary reading 

Benstead, Lindsay (2020) 

Bush, Sarah S and Lauren Prather (2020) 

El-Husseini, Rola (2016) 

Kandiyoti, Deniz (1988) 

Masoud, Tarek et al. (2016)  

Sharabi, Hisham. (1988) 

What happens if you fail to attend this event?  

What to hand in: a reading reflection on the assigned reading for the seminar, 1500 words. 

How to hand in: upload on Canvas and send by e-mail to Rola El-Husseini 

When to hand in: within a week of the seminar

Primary reading 

Abou-Bakr, Omaima (2015) in El-Said & Pratt (eds) 

Badran, Margot (2011) 

Ennaji, Moha. (2020) 

Mir-Hosseini, Ziba. (2006) 

Moghadam, Valentine (2002) 

Mojab, Shahrazad. (2001)

What happens if you fail to attend this event?  

What to hand in: a reading reflection on the assigned reading for the seminar, 1500 words. 

How to hand in: upload on Canvas and send by e-mail to Rola El-Husseini 

When to hand in: within a week of the seminar
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Women, Quotas and Political Participation in Arab countries  
(lecture/seminar)  |  Teacher: Rola El-Husseini 

The lecture will explain that the Arab world has the lowest participation of women in political life globally, and 
is ranked the lowest in political participation on the gender gap index. Women are also under-represented in 
political parties, as judges and in ministerial positions. This under-representation translates further into public 
life, including in engaging in political activities and voting. 

However, regional states have in the past couple of decades used gender quotas to increase women’s 
representation. The lecture will question the Arab states’ motives behind the use of gender quotas. 

 

 

Women and Political Participation in Iran and Turkey 
(lecture/seminar)  |  Teacher: Rola El-Husseini 

This lecture will look at women’s political participation in two non-Arab Middle Eastern countries. In Turkey 
women face serious challenges in accessing leadership roles and participating in politics at all levels, despite all 
political parties using quotas and other voluntary special measures to increase women’s representation. In Iran, 
women’s representation is a cosmetic measure implemented by the Islamic Republic. The presence of women in 
political positions is not necessarily synonymous with the improvement of the discriminatory social and 
political status of women in society.  

 

 

Primary reading 

Belschner, Jana. (2020) in Darhour &Dahlrup (eds). pp. 257-278 

Benstead, Lindsay (2016) 

Bush, Sarah S & Elenor Gao. (2017) 

Nanes, Stefanie. (2015) 

Tripp, Aili. (2019) Chapters 1, 2 and 3 

Wellborn, Bozena (2020)

What happens if you fail to attend this event?  

What to hand in: a reading reflection on the assigned reading for the seminar, 1500 words. 

How to hand in: upload on Canvas and send by e-mail to Rola El-Husseini 

When to hand in: within a week of the seminar

Primary reading 

Aksoy, Hurcan Asli (2018) 

Bektas, Eda & Esra Issever-Ekinci (2019) 

Bulut, Alper, T. (2020)  

Hoodfar, Homa and Shadi Sadr (2010) 

Moghaddam, Valentine and Fatemeh Haghighatjoo 

Tajali, Mona. (2015) 

Wuthrich, F. Michael (2020) 

What happens if you fail to attend this event?  

What to hand in: a reading reflection on the assigned reading for the seminar, 1500 words. 

How to hand in: upload on Canvas and send by e-mail to Rola El-Husseini 

When to hand in: within a week of the seminar
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LGBT Activism and the State in Arab Countries 
(lecture/seminar)  |  Teacher: Rola El-Husseini 

This lecture will discuss the role of LGBTQ activism in the region despite state-sponsored repression and social 
hostility and stigma. These movements are slowly effecting change in the face of significant obstacles, including 
criminalization of same-sex conduct, arbitrary arrests and ill-treatment, violence by state and non-state actors, 
and restrictions on freedom of expression and association. Faced with official intransigence, some activists 
choose to work outside state structures: their activism focuses on community-building. Others have taken on 
their governments, successfully pushing for incremental change in various forms. 

 

 

LGBT Activism and the State in Iran, Israel, and Turkey 
(lecture/seminar)  |  Teacher: Rola El-Husseini 

There are no LGBTQ rights in Iran. According to Iran’s penal code homosexuality is punishable by death. 
However, surprisingly enough transgender people have rights, albeit limited. Iran trans citizens the right to have 
their gender identity recognised by the law. In fact, the Islamic Republic of Iran not only allows gender 
reassignment, but also subsidises it and recognises it in official documents.  

In Turkey, homosexuality is not illegal, but it is socially unacceptable, and homophobia is widespread. Under 
President Erdogan, there is growing government hostility and vitriol towards LGBTQ people. In recent years, 
Turkey has slid down the LGBT rights index published by the International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and 
Intersex Association (ILGA). 

 

 

Primary reading 

Awwad, Julian (2010) 

El Menyawi, H. (2006) 

Makarem, G. (2011) 

Massad, Joseph. (2002) 

Mahadeen, Ebtihal. (2021) 

Masri, Safwan. (2020) 

Moussawi, Ghassan (2015) 

Pratt, Nicola (2007) 

What happens if you fail to attend this event?  

What to hand in: a reading reflection on the assigned reading for the seminar, 1500 words. 

How to hand in: upload on Canvas and send by e-mail to Rola El-Husseini 

When to hand in: within a week of the seminar

Primary reading 

Alipour, M (2017) 

Bucar, Elizabeth and Faegheh Shirazi. (2012) 

Durgun, Dogu. (2019) 

Fishman, Louis. (2013) 

Karimi, Ahmad and Zohreh Bayatrizi (2018) 

Mahdavi, Paris (2012) 

Rohde, Achime & Christina von Braun, Stefanie Schüler-Springorum, eds. (2017) Chapter 9 

What happens if you fail to attend this event?  

What to hand in: a reading reflection on the assigned reading for the seminar, 1500 words. 

How to hand in: upload on Canvas and send by e-mail to Rola El-Husseini 

When to hand in: within a week of the seminar



19

Student Presentations  
(seminar)  |  Teacher: Rola El-Husseini 

Students will be required to upload on Canvas a power point presentation of your proposed final paper. 
Research question, argument and structure of the paper should be clear in the presentation. 

You will not be graded on the presentation itself but on your assessment of a classmate’s presentation. Each 
student will be assigned a peer who will review the presentation.  

 

Women and the Arab Uprisings  
(lecture/seminar)  |  Teacher: Rola El-Husseini 

This lecture discusses the role of women in the 2011 Arab uprisings. Women were key players in the uprising 
even though the objective of the protests was not gender equality but regime change. They were instrumental 
not just in protests but in much of the nitty-gritty organization, whether online or on the streets. Women have 
paid the price for their participation: they have been detained and disappeared; they have been sexually 
harassed, subjected to virginity checks and raped. The consequences of the Arab uprisings have not been 
favourable as women have paid the price for standing up for change. Women’s conditions have deteriorated as a 
result of counter-revolutions that have used different forms of repression, armed violence and expropriation of 
public spaces. In addition, women have been ignored in political arrangements, and their presence at the top 
levels of government has not increased. 

 

 

What happens if you fail to attend this event?  

What to hand in: a 2000 word essay in lieu of the presentation on the topic of the presentation  
agreed upon with the instructor. 

How to hand in: upload on Canvas and send by e-mail to Rola El-Husseini 

When to hand in: within a week of the seminar
Primary reading 

Hasso, Frances & Zakia Salime (eds.) (2016) Chapter 2 

Sadiqi, Fatima, ed. (2016) Chapters 2, 3 & 7  

Darhour, Hanane, Dahlerup, Drude (Eds.) (2020) Chapters 2 & 4 

Pratt, Nicola. (2020) Chapters 5, 6 & 7 

What happens if you fail to attend this event?  

What to hand in: a reading reflection on the assigned reading for the seminar, 1500 words. 

How to hand in: upload on Canvas and send by e-mail to Rola El-Husseini 

When to hand in: within a week of the seminar
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Assignment Instructions 

Assignments should be submitted with the file names as follows 

LastName_Presentation 

LastName_ReviewEssay 

LastName_FinalPaper 

Reading Reflections 

Reading reflections are critical reviews of the readings for the particular class you missed. The purpose 
of these essays is to allow students to show that they understand the arguments or main points of 
several readings and can analyze them in a coherent, integrated, and thematic fashion.  

You should not do any additional research or make reference to any outside works in writing these 
papers. The aim is to develop your writing and analytical skills, not your research skills. The readings 
form the raw material on which you are to make a coherent and critical argument.  

Course readings even from the same week are rarely on exactly the same topic, or rarely do they 
discuss a topic from exactly the same point of view. Therefore, the challenge is to find and make 
connections, to make the readings speak to each other by reorganizing them and selectively focussing 
on certain aspects of them. Ask yourself: What would author S say to the arguments of Author T? 
Review essays present an argument based on the readings so that they are in constant and full 
dialogue with one another. This requires imposing your own intellectual framework on the readings. 
Do not just say “Article A focusses on X, but Article B focuses on Y”. The aim is to get a theme that 
runs through the entire essay so that in “reviewing” the readings you are really interpreting them. This 
is an intepretive, exegetical exercise. You might want to briefly introduce what the authors talk about 
in general, but very quickly you need to impose some intellectual order on all the information. The 
reader needs to know at every page where you are going and how it all fits together. 

A good rule of thumb to follow is to pose a question at the outset of the paper that you intend to 
answer. This gives the paper a coherence and allows you keep a focus on your question and its answer, 
using the readings critically for this purpose. 

Reading reflections should be 1500 words (max). They should contain the following elements: 

Title 

Course Number 

Instructor’s Name 

Your Name 

The titles of the readings under review. 

Part 1 (about 1-2 pages) 

๏ state a question you wish to answer or a theme you wish to address using the readings 

๏ state your answer to the question or conclusion about the theme 

๏ give a road-map for how you are going to make that argument 

Part 2 (about 4-6 pages) 

๏ introduce the question or theme you wish to address -- why is it important? 

๏ engage in a sustained review of the readings, comparing and contrasting them, as a means to 
addressing your chosen question or theme 

๏ make the argument for a particular answer or conclusion 

Part 3 (about 1-2 pages) 

๏ respond to likely criticisms of your answer or conclusion 

๏ what are the policy implications of your view? 

๏ what further research questions are important to answer? 

Powerpoint presentation 

10-12 slides with bullet points and no pictures on the slides. The slides should give the audience an 
idea of the main research question of your paper, the methodology you are using to answer that 
question and an outline/roadmap of your paper. 
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Peer-review 

Write 800-1000 words constructively criticising the powerpoint, mainly discussing the research 
question/main argument of your classmate’s paper, and her/his proposed methodology. Try to answer 
the following questions: Is this a good research question? Is the methodology used adequate to answer 
that question? Does the way the author proposes to answer the question work? What advice do you 
have for the author to improve the final paper? For example, can you think of any additional 
literature the author should use? 

Guide for Review Essay 
A multiple book review essay is a critical discussion of 3-4 book while the opinions of the writer are 
supported by evidence.  It involves assessing the quality of two or more books that cover the same 
overall subject area or that are related to each other in a particular way. The review is written in the 
form of a short scholarly paper [essay] rather than as a descriptive book review. The purpose is to 
compare and contrast the works under review, to identify key themes and critical issues, and to 
evaluate each writer's contributions to understanding the overarching topics common to each book. 
Reviews of multiple books are assigned to help students gain experience critically evaluating the ways 
in which different researchers examine and interpret issues related to a specific research problem. 

There are two important steps in the review essay: developing an argument about what is reviewed in 
the essay and completing a well-organized review. A critical analysis provided by the writer of the 
essay should also be based on other writings and the opinions of experts. Review essays have a general 
pattern: introduction, summary of the book, critical discussion, and conclusion. 

Final paper 

Guidelines: Summary of Research Paper Writing Guide 

Below is a basic summary of the outline for any research paper and a description of what should be 
found in each section. Please consult this guide, along with your class notes and readings for the 
course, as you write the various instalments of your paper. You need not follow this guideline 
religiously but you do need to address the tenor of the guidelines. 

This assignment should be submitted with the file name as follows: LastName_Final Paper 

The paper should be 5000 words (+ or – 10% including references.) 

Research: What it is. 

A research paper is the culmination and final product of an involved process of research, critical 
thinking, source evaluation, organization, and composition. It is, perhaps, helpful to think of the 
research paper as a living thing, which grows and changes as the student explores, interprets, and 
evaluates sources related to a specific topic. Primary and secondary sources are the heart of a research 
paper, and provide its nourishment; without the support of and interaction with these sources, the 
research paper would morph into a different genre of writing (e.g., an encyclopedic article). The 
research paper serves not only to further the field in which it is written, but also to provide the 
student with an exceptional opportunity to increase her knowledge in that field. It is also possible to 
identify a research paper by what it is not. 

Research: What it is not. 

A research paper is not simply an informed summary of a topic by means of primary and secondary 
sources. It is neither a book report nor an opinion piece nor an expository essay consisting solely of 
one's interpretation of a text nor an overview of a particular topic. Instead, it is a genre that requires 
one to spend time investigating and evaluating sources with the intent to offer interpretations of the 
texts, and not unconscious regurgitations of those sources. The goal of a research paper is not to 
inform the reader what others have to say about a topic, but to draw on what others have to say about 
a topic and engage the sources in order to thoughtfully offer a unique perspective on the issue at 
hand.  

This is accomplished through two major types of research papers: the argumentative and the 
analytical research papers. 
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Argumentative research paper 

The argumentative research paper consists of an introduction in which the writer clearly introduces 
the topic and informs his audience exactly which stance he intends to take; this stance is often 
identified as the thesis statement. An important goal of the argumentative research paper is 
persuasion, which means the topic chosen should be debatable or controversial. The student would 
support his/her thesis throughout her paper by means of both primary and secondary sources, with 
the intent to persuade her audience that his/her particular interpretation of the situation is viable. 

Please check the Purdue Writing Lab for information on the argumentative paper: 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/argument_papers/
index.html    

Analytical research paper 

The analytical research paper often begins with the student asking a question (a.k.a. a research 
question) on which s/he has taken no stance. Such a paper is often an exercise in exploration and 
evaluation.  

Though the topic may be debatable and controversial, it is not the student’s intent to persuade the 
audience that his/her ideas are right while those of others are wrong. Instead, his/her goal is to offer a 
critical interpretation of primary and secondary sources throughout the paper--sources that should, 
ultimately, buttress his particular analysis of the topic. 

It is typically not until the student has begun the writing process that his/her thesis statement begins 
to take solid form. In fact, the thesis statement in an analytical paper is often more fluid than the 
thesis in an argumentative paper. Such is one of the benefits of approaching the topic without a 
predetermined stance. 

For information on how to write an analytical research paper please check the following link: 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/argument_papers/
index.html   

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/argument_papers/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/argument_papers/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/argument_papers/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/argument_papers/index.html
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APPENDIX I 

ACADEMIC WRITING 
AND PLAGIARISM
Academic honesty 
Academic honesty means that you as an author are responsible for your work and that you must be able to 
support the statements you make. Likewise, citation and referencing must be done correctly and it is never 
allowed to copy, fabricate or manipulate your data. This means that everything you hand in has to be made and 
written by you and nobody else. If that is not the case you can be accused of plagiarism, a serious offence. The 
penalties for plagiarism at LU are for example suspension between 2 weeks and 6 months. 

Plagiarism – and how to avoid it 
If you copy, paraphrase or translate materials from websites, or library or other sources in your written 
assignments or thesis without giving full and proper credit to the original author(s), you are committing 
plagiarism. Accusations concerning plagiarism are taken very seriously and the consequences for your academic 
career and professional future may be disastrous, involving not only the loss of credit for courses in which the 
offence occurred, but even suspension for a certain time from your degree programme, not to mention having 
to live with a lingering reputation for dishonesty. Submitting the work of others as if it were your own is 
unacceptable. Plagiarism must be understood and avoided at all costs. 

Students should expect to have their papers checked for plagiarism electronically. Whenever you use the words 
or ideas of others, fair academic practice requires that you identify your sources fully and accurately. Simply 
mentioning an author’s work at the beginning of a paper does not mean that you are then free to copy or 
paraphrase from that work; specific references must be given each time you quote or paraphrase. The fair use of 
evidence from primary and secondary sources is the basis of academic discourse, and abuse of this fairness 
undermines the very nature of scholarly research. Although plagiarism is not always illegal (since copyright laws 
usually presume a financial motive), it is nevertheless a form of intellectual theft and fraud. By committing 
plagiarism you show disrespect for the fundamental values of the academic community. 

If you find yourself in doubt about quotations or your use of sources, it is always a good idea to provide full 
information.  

To learn more about LU policy about Academic honesty visit LUB’s page on Academic conduct: 
libguides.lub.lu.se/mastersprogrammes/academicwriting 

CTRL-C

CTRL-V

Tech system note 

Urkund is an automated plagiarism control system used throughout the university. It is integrated in 
Canvas, and will warn you if its pattern-matching algorithms has been detected something suspect 
(warnings will appear in Canvas when you prepare to download student assignment texts.
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APPENDIX II 

PROCESSING 
STUDENT 
COMPLAINTS
It is actually relatively rare, but it does happen that students complain about what happens in a 
course to the point when it is hard to know what to do. The Faculty has set up a common process for 
these occasions, so both students and teachers know the options. In this appendix we present the 
faculty guidelines in full.
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Processing of complaints from students 
concerning first and second cycle 
education at the Faculty of Social Sciences 

The present document describes the processing of education-related complaints from students at the 
Faculty of Social Sciences. 

Before students proceed with a complaint, they should find out what rules apply in various situations. 
Students’ rights and obligations at Lund University (LU) are described in the List of students’ rights 
(see link below). For example, the list describes what applies to the study environment, course syllabi 
and timetables, exams and assessment, degree projects and course evaluation. Another important 
document that governs education is the relevant course syllabus. It is also possible to obtain 
information by contacting the study advisor at the department. 

Students with a complaint can primarily turn to the relevant lecturer/course director or to the 
programme director. In many cases the problem can be solved closest to where it arose. For further 
processing of a complaint, please see the flow chart below. 

At LU there is a student representative to whom students with a complaint can turn for support and 
help. The student representative is not part of the University administration, but an independent 
party whose role is to support and guide the students’ unions and the students in their case. The 
students can also obtain support and advice from the Social Sciences Students’ Union. Support from 
the student representative or the Social Sciences Students’ Union does not require membership in the 
students’ union. 

The flow chart below aims to clarify the work flow and contact people in cases of student complaints 
at the Faculty of Social Sciences. The fundamental principle is that a case is to be processed promptly, 
documented and registered according to the usual procedures. All student complaints that become 
cases are to be registered at LU (official document). 

The description of the procedure does not prevent a student from appealing a decision pursuant to 
Chapter 12 of the Higher Education Ordinance (see below) or reporting LU to the Swedish Higher 
Education Authority. At LU, it is also possible to turn directly to the vice-chancellor according to 
guidelines approved on 12 March 2015 (see link below). 

The procedure description/flow chart does not cover: 

๏ Cases dealing with discrimination or harassment (pursuant to the Discrimination Act 
2008:567 and the Work Environment Act 1977:1160). Information on where to turn for 
these issues is available separately (see link below). 

๏ Cases that concern Chapter 12 of the Higher Education Ordinance: assessment of 
qualifications and admission, approved leave from studies, deferred entry, credit transfer 
of previous studies, requests for exemption from study components and applications for 
degree certificates. If the decision on such matters goes against the applicant, he or she 

can apply to the Higher Education Appeals Board. Information on how to do this is to be 
attached to the decisions. 

๏ Disciplinary matters, that are to be processed by the vice-chancellor/disciplinary board 
(pursuant to Chapter 10 Section 3 of the Higher Education Ordinance). 

๏ Changes to grading decisions (pursuant to information approved on 2 December 2015, 
see link below). 

The present document is to be published on each department’s website and information about the 
document should be disseminated to new students at the Faculty of Social Sciences in connection 
with course/programme introductions. The document was produced in collaboration with the Social 
Sciences Students’ Union. 

Processing of students’ complaints at the Faculty of Social Sciences 

 

* The lecturer or the director of studies concerned can also choose to take  
unresolved issues to the next level. 
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Relevant links 
List of rights for students at Lund University 
www.lunduniversity.lu.se/sites/www.lunduniversity.lu.se/files/list-of-rights-lund-university.pdf 

Guidelines on handling complaints from students concerning first, second and third cycle studies at 
Lund University (LU central document regulating these matters). Document approved on 12 March 
2015. 

www.staff.lu.se/sites/staff.lu.se/files/guidelines-on-handling-complaints-from-students-concerning-
first-second-and-third-cycle-studies-at-lund-university.pdf 

How to process cases of discrimination or harassment 
www.staff.lu.se/employment/work-environment-and-health/health-and-wellness/victimisation-and-
harassment 

Changes to grading decisions (official document approved on 2 December 2015). 
sam.lu.se/internt/sites/sam.lu.se.internt/files/information_om_andring_av_betyg_-_2015-12-02.pdf 

https://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/sites/www.lunduniversity.lu.se/files/list-of-rights-lund-university.pdf
http://www.staff.lu.se/sites/staff.lu.se/files/guidelines-on-handling-complaints-from-students-concerning-first-second-and-third-cycle-studies-at-lund-university.pdf
http://www.staff.lu.se/sites/staff.lu.se/files/guidelines-on-handling-complaints-from-students-concerning-first-second-and-third-cycle-studies-at-lund-university.pdf
https://www.staff.lu.se/employment/work-environment-and-health/health-and-wellness/victimisation-and-harassment
https://www.staff.lu.se/employment/work-environment-and-health/health-and-wellness/victimisation-and-harassment
http://sam.lu.se/internt/sites/sam.lu.se.internt/files/information_om_andring_av_betyg_-_2015-12-02.pdf
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APPENDIX III 

GRADUATE SCHOOL: 
A BRIEF HISTORY

An innovative organisational solution to the problem of managing and exploring interdisciplinarity is 
now a teenager, and an established part of the Faculty of Social Sciences. 
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A brief history 
Graduate School’s story began with a push for internationalisation at Lund University prompted 
primarily by Sweden’s adoption of the Bologna Process regulations. In 2004, Sweden began the process 
of reforming the preexisting higher education structure to follow a common European model. The 
Bologna Process inspired a number of new developments here at the Faculty of Social Sciences. The 
Faculty Leadership sought to create two-year Master’s programmes in accordance with Bologna 
regulations as well as creating international programmes and courses on the faculty level, and it was 
decided that the Faculty of Social Sciences should create international master programmes at the 
faculty level. There already were two international master programmes in existence at the faculty – 
Welfare Policies and Management and International Development and Management, but those 
belonged to the Political Science and Human Geography departments respectively. Coordinating 
master programmes at the faculty level was something that had not been done before.  

An advisory board comprised of representatives, usually Directors of Study from nearly every subject 
at the faculty, was assembled to decide which subject areas should be chosen to become international 
programmes and courses that might best serve the needs and interests of Social Sciences students. The 
response to the proposed additions was positive, particularly from departments with lower student 
rates. A common, faculty level master programme could be more cost effective to run than one at a 
single department and could even offer courses in theory and method to not only its own programme 
students but also to students in smaller master programmes elsewhere within the faculty, thereby 
allowing departments to offer a wider variety of programmes to students. 

Developing Interdisciplinarity 
While the intention for the programmes to be international was a primary focus from the start, the 
interdisciplinary aspect of the proposed programmes came later.  

The advisory board discussed the issue of how to create a faculty-wide, interdisciplinary master 
programme at length and decided that such programmes should be theory-based, designed to focus 
on a major – a primary field of study within the programme subject – and also require applicants to 
meet the eligibility requirements for their major. Fulfilling major requirements in one field on the 
bachelor’s and subsequently the master’s level would then allow a graduate to have the possibility to 
continue to a PhD. 

11 different programme topics were suggested and of those, three were ultimately selected and are 
still the backbone of Graduate School today: the MSc Programmes in Development Studies, Global 
Studies, and Social Studies of Gender. These would be led by a Director of Studies with individual 
Programme Directors for each of the three programmes and a board made up of the departments 
participating in the interdisciplinary cooperation. Once the subject areas were decided upon, the 
advisory board for deciding upon faculty-level international master’s education became the steering 
committee for the three new programmes. Among those in that committee was Kjell Nilsson, who 
became the first Director of Studies of Graduate School. Franz-Mikael Rundquist would become the 
Programme Director for Development Studies, Catarina Kinnvall the Director for Global Studies, 
and Sara Goodman the Director for Social Studies of Gender. 

The name “Graduate School” was decided upon, with the intention that the name should 
communicate its offerings to international students, and to indicate that international master level 
programmes and courses as well as a few international PhD courses were available there. 

Graduate School welcomed its first programme students in the Autumn of 2007. Located in the 
Eden building, Graduate School was made up of its Director of Studies Kjell Nilsson, two 
administrative staff, and 9 students in Social Studies of Gender, 26 students in Global Studies, and 
23 students in Development Studies. 

Although the general opinion towards the newly created international, interdisciplinary programmes 
and courses was enthusiastic, some at the faculty were still unsure about the idea of international 
programmes, particularly with regards to having to teach courses in English. Initially, Graduate 
School sought to incentivise potentially reluctant teachers to lecture on its courses by offering them a 
few more teaching hours, but as time went by Graduate School was able to find more and more 
teachers who simply enjoyed working with international students and teaching in English. 

Director of Studies Kjell Nilsson’s ability to network within the faculty, garner support for and 
subsequently structure three unique, ambitious interdisciplinary master programmes helped to bring 
the concept of Graduate School to life. He and the steering committee set the stage for the next level 
of development for the organisation. In this period, Kristina Jönsson became the new programme 
director for Development Studies. 

In September 2010, Lena Örnberg took the reins as Graduate School Director of Studies. The 
numbers of programme students had decreased since the programmes’ first year, which led to some 
criticism as to the perceived success of the interdisciplinary programmes. Lena sought to improve 
both the student experience as well as numbers of students in the programmes by placing emphasis 
on student events and administrative structure. Teaching and administrative staff would have 
increased contact, such as at teaching team wrap-up meetings at the end of courses, to create more 
cohesion between the two groups and to relieve teaching staff of unnecessary administrative tasks. 
The number of students began to grow and an additional third full time administrative position was 
added. 

Finding (and Creating) a Physical Home 
It was at this time that Graduate School moved from the Eden building to Gamla Kirurgen. There 
the programme would have its own classrooms and study area, separate from other departments. This 
fostered a feeling of “home” and a sense of belonging among Graduate School students. Events like 
programme introduction day, potlucks, fika, and information lunches that include both students and 
staff bring class cohorts together and familiarise them with staff, so students know who to turn to 
when in need of support.  

Seeking to further improve structure and processes, the Graduate School team traveled to the 
University of Amsterdam in Spring 2011 to meet with colleagues there working with their 
interdisciplinary Master Programme in International Development Studies. While comparing 
programme structure and administrative processes with their Amsterdam colleagues, the Graduate 
School team were somewhat surprised (and pleased) to discover that their Dutch counterparts were 
impressed by Graduate School’s thoroughness in interdisciplinarity. The difference was that the 
interdisciplinary focus was not limited to the makeup of the student body or the teachers – even the 
courses were interdisciplinary, down to mixed, interdisciplinary teaching teams on a single course. 
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University of Amsterdam staff thought mixing teaching teams was incredibly ambitious and would 
not be possible at their university. Lena later remarked that this difference was a testament to the 
efforts made by the original steering committee that made a truly interdisciplinary Graduate School 
possible. This practice of interdisciplinary teaching teams continues at Graduate School today and is 
seen as a strength by staff and students alike. 

A Maturing Organisation 
By the time Lena left her post as Director of Studies in late 2014, student numbers had risen 
dramatically and a place in a Graduate School programme became highly sought after by 
international students. Around that time Lena left, programme directors Kristina Jönsson 
(Development Studies) and Sara Goodman (Social Studies of Gender) stepped down from their 
posts. Karin Steen took over for Development Studies and Rebecca Selberg took over for Social 
Studies of Gender. In 2017, Rebecca stepped down and the role has now been taken on by Marta 
Kolankiewicz. 

After Lena’s departure, the remaining admin team members successfully managed programme 
admissions until Mikael Sundström was installed as the new Director of Studies in the spring of 
2015. Since then, Graduate School has looked for complementing ways to develop, further increasing 
its reach by way of communications material and processes and improved overall quality of courses, 
particularly methods courses. Programme and course guides and the very handbook you are reading 
now have been designed, reworked and reformulated to provide comprehensive information with a 
unique, signature style. Students are kept up to date with a bi-weekly Newsflash email with an 
overview of upcoming important Graduate School information as well as interesting events and 
activities around the faculty and the university. 

In the last five years we have also been placing extra focus on our theory and methods courses 
offerings. A Methods Director position (currently held by Shai Mulinari after a productive stint by our 
current programme director Chris Swader) has been introduced to keep track of and develop the 
various courses in theory of science and methods. The aim is to further develop the quality, design, 
and variety of the method courses that are offered to Graduate School students as well as many other 
master and PhD students. In addition, we have set about documenting all available theory and 
method courses at the Faculty of Social Sciences, providing a clearer overall picture of the state of 
theory and method courses at the faculty. 

A New Growth Period 
In 2018 two momentous decisions were rendered. First, Graduate School would become the new 
home of the Middle Eastern Studies programme from 2019, with Rola  
El-Husseini as the designated Programme Director.  

Second, Graduate School was to develop a brand new master programme, labelled MSc in Social 
Scientific Data Analysis (SSDA), slated to start in 2021. Chris Swader is the designated Programme 
Director for the SSDA. 

When these developments have concluded, Graduate School will have grown from 180 full-time 
student equivalents (Helårsstudent, HÅS) to 280! 
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Graduate School – Our 
House! 
Graduate School is housed in what is now known as “the old surgery clinic” (Gamla Kirurgen). Our 
two lecture halls (236 & 240) used to be ten-bed wards with an observation room (238) and pantry 
(237) sandwiched in-between. From the observation room, nurses could keep a watchful eye on 
recovering patients through two windows that have since been removed. The Student Lounge still has 
a vaguely religious look to it, and was indeed used as a church room in the past. 

In 1868, the house we now inhabit finally opened for business as Lund’s main open surgery clinic. 
The famous and prolific architect Helgo Zettervall designed the building’s late gothic style, and 
although it has undergone substantial renovations in 1905, 1928 and 1978, many of his original 
ideas remain intact. The most notable changes in the intervening years was probably the installation 
of many more windows than Zettervall had opted for, and the wing extensions to increase floorspace. 

Inside, changes have been much more far-reaching. Among other things, what is now the stairwell in 
the third floor used to be the very heart of the building as it housed the central operation theatre. 

When the hospital moved to its current location in the 1970s, the old buildings were transferred to 
Lund University which urgently needed more space. The open surgery clinic itself was handed over in 
1972, and was at that point listed as an architectural heritage structure to prevent potentially 
intrusive changes (this status was removed in 2005). 

Over the years, the building has housed a range of University units, 
notably the “UB3” University Library branch on the top floor. Today 
it is predominantly a social science building, with the central Faculty 
Administration, the International Office, Graduate School and the 
School of Journalism as main anchors. The 150-year old is still going 
strong!

Helgo Zettervall (1831–1907)
Renowned architect who 
designed the open surgery 
clinic along with many other 
buildings around Lund, 
including the main university 
building

Picture of the surgical clinic by Per Bagge in 1906. Reproduction: University Library, Lund University.

Important! 

We ask all students to take note of the emergency exits (see below), and to be prepared to guide students to 
the assembly area at the front of the building in case of a fire or other hazard  
demanding evacuation. 

Graduate School in blue
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