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Welcome! Welcome to the Autumn term’s 
courses in Persian
Graduate School offers courses in Persian, which are open to all Graduate School 
students (and other students if slots are available). The courses offer no credits but 
you do receive a certificate at the end of each voluntary course.

Persian is an Indo-European language and one of the major languages of Middle East 
and Central Asia and has been for centuries the second language of the Islamic world. 
Iran is at the very centre of 21st-century geopolitics and studying Persian can open the 
door to a rich and diverse culture, history and literature. Persian culture, among many, 
has produced exquisite miniature painting, fine carpets and world-class cinema.

Persian is known as Farsi in Iran, Dari in Afghanistan and Tajiki in Tajikistan. Dari 
and Tajiki are in fact variants of Persian. Speakers can understand each other but 
there are variations in terms of accent and terminology. Currently Persian is spoken by 
more than 120 million people.

In addition to Iran, Persian is an official language in Afghanistan, Tajikistan but is also 
spoken by communities in several neighbouring countries, including Bahrain, the 
United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Pakistan, Turkey and Israel among 
others, in the Indian Subcontinent and in major migrant communities in the USA, 
Canada and Europe. 

As a major energy-supplying nation, Iran is one of the most important countries in 
the Middle East. There is an increasing amount of demand in the English-speaking 
world for knowledge of the Persian in careers like government, international relations, 
the oil industry, multinational companies, tourism, journalism or in more academic 
fields.

The field of Iranian Studies, particularly teaching Persian to speakers of other 
languages, has rapidly flourished within the past half century at the university level. 
This Persian course implements multiples methodologies. The course incorporates a 
variety of activities and drills including conversation, language games, dictations and if 
possible contact with native speakers to consolidate your use of colloquial modern 
Persian. The course instructor facilitates conversations with students and provides a 
friendly academic environment to help students wishing to pursue further studies in 
Iranian Studies. 

As an Indo-European language in structure, Persian is from the same family of 
languages in which we find Swedish and English, which makes the course more 
interesting. There is a thematically integrative approach to the Persian language to 
meet the needs of students’ levels. Level-appropriate materials are selected and an 
eclectic communicative approach will be used, which introduces students to both 
colloquial and formal Persian and makes the course enjoyable and entertaining.



SECTION 1

About Lund University and 
Graduate School

Lund University
Lund University seeks to be a world-class university that works to understand, explain and 
improve our world and the human condition. The University is ranked as one of the top 100 in 
the world. We tackle complex issues and global challenges and work to ensure that knowledge 
and innovations benefit society. We offer education and conduct research in engineering, 
science, law, social sciences, economics and management, medicine, humanities, theology, fine 
art, music and drama.

Our 40,000 students and 7,600 employees are based on our campuses in Lund, Malmö and 
Helsingborg. The University has a turnover of approximately SEK 8 500 million (EUR 804 
million), of which two thirds is in research and one third in education.

We are an international university with global recruitment. We cooperate with 500 partner 
universities worldwide and are the only Swedish university to be a member of the strong 
international networks LERU (the League of European Research Universities) and Universitas 
21.
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CONTACT INFO

1. Graduate School 
Find us on a map  
e-mail: master@sam.lu.se 
Home page: graduateschool.sam.lu.se/ 
Facebook: tinyurl.com/LUgradschoolFB

2. Student Union 
Home page: samvetet.org 

3. Lund University 
Home page: www.lunduniversity.lu.se  
The university is on Youtube, Facebook, Instagram and Twitter

The historic main university building, sometimes informally referred to 
as the White House, from 1882.

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Gamla+kirurgen/@55.6915837,13.1867616,13z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xdf814cd772690564!8m2!3d55.7071807!4d13.195471?hl=sv-SE
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Gamla+kirurgen/@55.6915837,13.1867616,13z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xdf814cd772690564!8m2!3d55.7071807!4d13.195471?hl=sv-SE
mailto:master@sam.lu.se?subject=
mailto:master@sam.lu.se?subject=
http://graduateschool.sam.lu.se/
http://graduateschool.sam.lu.se/
https://sv-se.facebook.com/Graduate-School-Faculty-of-Social-Sciences-Lund-University-159767020732402/
https://sv-se.facebook.com/Graduate-School-Faculty-of-Social-Sciences-Lund-University-159767020732402/
http://samvetet.org
http://samvetet.org
http://www.lunduniversity.lu.se
http://www.lunduniversity.lu.se
http://www.youtube.com/lunduniversity
http://www.youtube.com/lunduniversity
http://www.facebook.com/lunduniversity
http://www.facebook.com/lunduniversity
https://www.instagram.com/lunduniversity/
https://www.instagram.com/lunduniversity/
http://twitter.com/Lundsuni
http://twitter.com/Lundsuni


Graduate School
Graduate School at the Faculty of Social Sciences offers interdisciplinary programmes and 
courses at Master’s level. We coordinate four interdisciplinary programmes in Development 
Studies, Global Studies, Middle Eastern Studies and Social Studies of Gender, and offer 
courses in theory of science, research methodology and in interdisciplinary themes.

Graduate School was founded in 2007 in response to the Faculty of Social Sciences’ need to 
offer interdisciplinary programmes in areas not covered by specific departments. There are 
currently about 180 programme students roughly distributed in groups of 20 to 30 students per 
programme. In addition, Graduate School has approximately 300 students taking our classes in 
theory of science and scientific methodology. We have students from six continents, all with a 
background in different disciplines, most of them in the social sciences. Our international 
teaching staff comes from different departments at the Faculty of Social Sciences, as well as 
from outside the Faculty.

The Graduate School office is located on the 2nd floor in Gamla Kirurgen, Sandgatan 13A. 

Director of Studies Mikael Sundström mikael.sundstrom@svet.lu.se

Graduate School administration Email: master@sam.lu.se

Phone: +46 (0) 46-222 00 00

Website: www.graduateschool.sam.lu.se 

Student Reception (open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10-13)  

Postal Address 

Programme Administrator 
Graduate School  
Faculty of Social Sciences 
Lund University, Box 117 
221 00 Lund, Sweden
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The home of Graduate School used to be part of the city’s Old hospital – and its bed wards and operation 
theatres have duly been transformed into (rather less blood-spattered) lecture theatres and meeting rooms 
(our classrooms used to be bed wards). The old mortuary is in the basement (we’ve been thinking about 

organising a Halloween tour one of these years… maybe it’s time?)

mailto:mikael.sundstrom@svet.lu.se
mailto:mikael.sundstrom@svet.lu.se
mailto:master@sam.lu.se
mailto:master@sam.lu.se
https://www.graduateschool.sam.lu.se
https://www.graduateschool.sam.lu.se


SECTION 2

Course overview
Teaching and Examination
The course will be given in the form of lectures and seminars. There is an integrative approach 
to Persian language and Iranian culture.  Although the students will be expected to learn 
grammatical structures, emphasis will be placed on the functional usage of the language. A 
combination of techniques will be based on the communicative language teaching and task 
based methods. All four skills of language learning (reading, writing, listening, and speaking) 
are practiced within a true-to-life context. Students will engage in interactive language 
activities, in pair work and group work. The course also includes teaching Iranian culture and 
will help students to develop cultural competence. The students will be involved in 
extracurricular cultural activates held by Centre for Middle Eastern Studies (CMES), include 
movie screenings and the annual Iranian New Year (Nowruz) celebration.

We can offer up to six levels (A1, A2, B1, B2, C1, and C2) depending on the number of 
participants.  Lessons will take place twice a week; at each of the six levels.  Lessons will last 
two hours.

The Persian language teacher also offers consultations, for example about academic writing in 
Persian, conducting research on Iranian studies and studying in Iran.  

To sign up for Persian courses
All students, who are interested in taking a Persian course will be given a placement test on 
arrival to assess their language level, followed by an interview. Students’ participation in the 
first lesson counts as registration on the course.
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Student Learning Outcomes
Elementary: (A1, A2)

After completing this course, students will be able to communicate in very basic everyday-life 
situations and daily activities. Students should be able to understand simple messages and 
announcement, read texts of elementary level difficulty on familiar topics and have the ability 
to write simple notes, messages and short personal letters with reasonable accuracy. Students 
have developed an insight into Persian-speaking life, culture and society.  

Intermediate: (B1, B2)

Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to read a variety of modern 
texts with the aid of a dictionary and engage in extended conversations on familiar topics in 
Persian with reasonable fluency. Students will be able to read a range of non-technical texts 
and will attain greater proficiency in speaking, listening comprehension and writing.  After 
completing this course, students have deepened their understanding of Iranian cultural and 
social issues.

Advanced level: (C1, C2)

By the end of the advanced level, students will be aware of the complexities of the Persian 
language and larger social, political, cultural and historical aspects of Iran. They will have an 
enhanced ability for conversation in Persian on a wide range of topics and can read modern 
texts, ranging from literary prose to news media excerpts to poetry.  Most of the students will 
be able to conduct research and can apply for jobs in Persian.

Assessment
Overview

Assignments and homework are part of the class activities.  Assignment completion will affect 
students’ evaluation and grading.  Students are expected to be prepared for quizzes and tests 
(oral and written). Students who complete the course will be awarded a certificate at the end of 
the course.

Non-attendance at lectures and seminars
Attendance and active participation are important in language courses. Students are strongly 
encouraged to attend the class regularly. It is very difficult to catch up in a language class if 
students fall behind. Students are also encouraged to participate in cultural activities such as 
Iranian Nowruz celebration. Please make appropriate arrangements with the language 
instructor if you know in advance that you will have to miss a class.
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SECTION 3

Your teacher
Your teaching team
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CONTACT INFORMATION

1. Mehdi Ghavideldostkohi (course coordinator) 
mehdi.ghavideldostkohi@cme.lu.se

Mehdi Ghavideldostkohi  (course coordinator) earned his high 
school diploma in “Persian Culture and its Literature”. After receiving his 
BA in Arabic language & literature from the University of Tehran, for 
several years Mehdi worked with Iranian TV as a foreign news 
editor-in-chief. Before arriving at Lund University in 2010, he also taught 
Persian to a number of foreign students in Tehran.

In the early 2000s Mehdi studied International Relations (MA) in Tehran. 
In 2010, he came to the Center for Middle Eastern Studies at Lund 
University to study a second MA degree in Middle East Studies. From 2012 
to 2015, he conducted research on Iranian Studies and in recent years, 
Mehdi carried out research into the history of Persian language and 
classical Persian literature with a focus on Sa’di and Rumi. He has also 
completed Persian teaching training course (TTC) and studied “Teaching 
Persian to Non-Persian speakers;” a study of Applied Linguistics.

Mehdi is a Persian instructor and responsible for training in Persian 
Language and Iranian culture. His research interests include Persian 
language, classical Persian literature, teaching Persian to non-Persian 
speakers, Iranian Studies, comparative literature and international relations 
of the Middle East.

mailto:mehdi.ghavideldostkohi@cme.lu.se
mailto:mehdi.ghavideldostkohi@cme.lu.se


Course Resources – Books

Sedighi, Anousha (2015) Persian in Use, an Elementary 
Textbook of Language and Culture, Leiden University Press
Sedighi, Anousha (2015) Persian in Use, an Elementary 
Textbook of Language and Culture, Leiden University Press

From the blurb: Persian in Use is an elementary Persian language and culture 
textbook designed for first-year Persian language students at college level. It 
offers a thematically organized and integrative approach to help students 
achieve proficiency in Persian language and culture.

From the blurb: Persian in Use is an elementary Persian language and culture 
textbook designed for first-year Persian language students at college level. It 
offers a thematically organized and integrative approach to help students 
achieve proficiency in Persian language and culture.

400 pages ISBN 9789087282172

Brookshaw, D. & Shabani-Jadidi, P. (2012) The Introductory 
Persian Course: Farsi Shirin Ast 1 & The Routledge Intermediate 
Persian Course Farsi Shirin Ast, Book Two, 1st Edition. 
Routledge. Taylor & Francis Group; London  & New York

Brookshaw, D. & Shabani-Jadidi, P. (2012) The Introductory 
Persian Course: Farsi Shirin Ast 1 & The Routledge Intermediate 
Persian Course Farsi Shirin Ast, Book Two, 1st Edition. 
Routledge. Taylor & Francis Group; London  & New York

From the blurb: The Routledge Introductory Persian Course: Farsi Shirin Ast is an 
innovative Persian language course designed both for undergraduate and 
postgraduate students who are new to the language.

Focusing both on grammatical and communicative competence, the course 
contains 15 lessons combining authentic dialogues and texts with grammar 
explanations, exercises and audio materials to guide and support the student 
through the key skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening.

The Routledge Intermediate Persian Course: Farsi Shirin Ast, Book Two is the first 
intermediate level Persian textbook, written specifically for English-speaking 
university students, that makes use of up-to-date pedagogical techniques, and 
stresses the importance of communicative competence.

From the blurb: The Routledge Introductory Persian Course: Farsi Shirin Ast is an 
innovative Persian language course designed both for undergraduate and 
postgraduate students who are new to the language.

Focusing both on grammatical and communicative competence, the course 
contains 15 lessons combining authentic dialogues and texts with grammar 
explanations, exercises and audio materials to guide and support the student 
through the key skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening.

The Routledge Intermediate Persian Course: Farsi Shirin Ast, Book Two is the first 
intermediate level Persian textbook, written specifically for English-speaking 
university students, that makes use of up-to-date pedagogical techniques, and 
stresses the importance of communicative competence.

288 & 232 pages ISBN 9780415561013
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SECTION 4

Course Resources
This course will utilise different texts and materials to cater for different levels. Here, we 
introduce the four main textbooks. The students are not expected to buy the literature, the 
teacher will provide excerpts of texts as notes and handouts in class. 

https://www.lup.nl/product/persian-in-use/
https://www.lup.nl/product/persian-in-use/
https://www.lup.nl/product/persian-in-use/
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Shahsavari, Anousha & Atwood, Blake, (2015) Persian of Iran 
today, An Introductory course, Volumes 1 & 2.  Austin, TX: 
Center for Middle Eastern Studies

Shahsavari, Anousha & Atwood, Blake, (2015) Persian of Iran 
today, An Introductory course, Volumes 1 & 2.  Austin, TX: 
Center for Middle Eastern Studies

From the blurb: Persian of Iran Today: Volume 1 is the first of two introductory 
Persian language textbooks by Anousha Shahsavari and Blake Atwood. Its 
innovative multimedia curriculum draws on the latest trends in language 
pedagogy and interweaves grammar- and vocabulary-building exercises with 
narrative elements in order to engage and develop students' abilities in 
Persian. Persian of Iran Today is a proficiency-based resource that gives equal 
weight to the development of reading, writing, listening, and speaking, and 
encourages students to use and create with the language from the very 
beginning. Persian of Iran Today is published by The University of Texas at 
Austin's Center for Middle Eastern Studies Publications program.

Persian of Iran Today: Volume 2 is the second of two introductory Persian 
language textbooks by Anousha Shahsavari and Blake Atwood. Its innovative 
multimedia curriculum draws on the latest trends in language pedagogy and 
interweaves grammar- and vocabulary-building exercises with narrative 
elements in order to engage and develop students' abilities in Persian. Persian 
of Iran Today is a proficiency-based resource that gives equal weight to the 
development of reading, writing, listening, and speaking, and encourages 
students to use and create with the language from the very beginning. Persian 
of Iran Today is published by The University of Texas at Austin's Center for 
Middle Eastern Studies Publications program.

From the blurb: Persian of Iran Today: Volume 1 is the first of two introductory 
Persian language textbooks by Anousha Shahsavari and Blake Atwood. Its 
innovative multimedia curriculum draws on the latest trends in language 
pedagogy and interweaves grammar- and vocabulary-building exercises with 
narrative elements in order to engage and develop students' abilities in 
Persian. Persian of Iran Today is a proficiency-based resource that gives equal 
weight to the development of reading, writing, listening, and speaking, and 
encourages students to use and create with the language from the very 
beginning. Persian of Iran Today is published by The University of Texas at 
Austin's Center for Middle Eastern Studies Publications program.

Persian of Iran Today: Volume 2 is the second of two introductory Persian 
language textbooks by Anousha Shahsavari and Blake Atwood. Its innovative 
multimedia curriculum draws on the latest trends in language pedagogy and 
interweaves grammar- and vocabulary-building exercises with narrative 
elements in order to engage and develop students' abilities in Persian. Persian 
of Iran Today is a proficiency-based resource that gives equal weight to the 
development of reading, writing, listening, and speaking, and encourages 
students to use and create with the language from the very beginning. Persian 
of Iran Today is published by The University of Texas at Austin's Center for 
Middle Eastern Studies Publications program.

191 & 264 pages ISBN 978-0578130026

Yousef, S. & Torabi, H. (2013) Basic and Intermediate Persian: 
a Grammar and Workbook, Routledge, Taylor & Francis 
Group; London & New York. (Volumes 1&2)

Yousef, S. & Torabi, H. (2013) Basic and Intermediate Persian: 
a Grammar and Workbook, Routledge, Taylor & Francis 
Group; London & New York. (Volumes 1&2)

From the blurb: Basic Persian: A Grammar and Workbook comprises an 
accessible reference grammar and related exercises in a single volume. 
This book presents twenty grammar units, covering the core material which 
students would expect to encounter in their first year of learning Persian. 
Grammar points are followed by multiple examples and exercises which allow 
students to reinforce and consolidate their learning..

Intermediate Persian: A Grammar and Workbook comprises an accessible grammar 
and related exercises in a single volume. Each of the fourteen units deals with 
a particular grammatical point and provides associated exercises to help 
learners reinforce and consolidate their knowledge.There are additionally four 
appendices covering colloquial, polite, literary and journalistic styles.

From the blurb: Basic Persian: A Grammar and Workbook comprises an 
accessible reference grammar and related exercises in a single volume. 
This book presents twenty grammar units, covering the core material which 
students would expect to encounter in their first year of learning Persian. 
Grammar points are followed by multiple examples and exercises which allow 
students to reinforce and consolidate their learning..

Intermediate Persian: A Grammar and Workbook comprises an accessible grammar 
and related exercises in a single volume. Each of the fourteen units deals with 
a particular grammatical point and provides associated exercises to help 
learners reinforce and consolidate their knowledge.There are additionally four 
appendices covering colloquial, polite, literary and journalistic styles.

304 & 288 pages ISBN 9780203112793 (e-book)
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Course Resources – Links

Persian language Foundation https://www.persianlanguageonline.com/

Encyclopedia Iranica http://www.iranicaonline.org/

BBC Persian http://www.bbc.com/persian

Virtual Persian https://www.nyu.edu/gsas/dept/mideast/virtualpersian/

IranProud.com http://www.iranproud2.net/index.html?2tza9iCz8qz6EIDmbDZx

Persian dictionaries online: http://www.dictionary-farsi.com/

Persian online grammar: http://sites.la.utexas.edu/persian_online_resources/

ChaiAndConversation https://www.chaiandconversation.com/

Course Overview & Schedule

The course overview and schedule will be provided at the start of each language course.
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