
GRADUATE SCHOOL, FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES, LUND UNIVERSITY

Thesis Preparation Track

 
Version 1.0, August 2019 

For an always up-to-date online version, please visit the course site 
(check regularly for updates)



 

Welcome!

TPT

Welcome to the Thesis Preparation Track 
(TPT)
Welcome to Thesis Preparation Track (TPT)! The track is not a course, but a 
collection of activities such as lectures, workshops and information meetings 
scheduled throughout semesters one to three of all the programmes at Graduate 
School. 
The aim of Thesis Preparation Track, as the name indicates, is to prepare the students 
at Graduate School for writing the final master’s thesis, by providing everyone with a 
shared set of skills. This is achieved through activities led by instructors from 
different parts of Lund University, scheduled at dates when the skills are needed for 
coursework and assignments. 
The track offers activities, such as lectures and workshops, on several different topics: 
๏ Academic writing 
๏ Strategies for reading academic literature
๏ Searching for and evaluating literature
๏ Reference management
๏ Visualization 
This guide describes the activities, instructors and goals of Thesis Preparation Track 
and provides a list of useful additional resources. 



SECTION 1

About Lund University and 
Graduate School

Lund University
Lund University seeks to be a world-class university that works to understand, explain and 
improve our world and the human condition. The University is ranked as one of the top 100 in 
the world. We tackle complex issues and global challenges and work to ensure that knowledge 
and innovations benefit society. We provide education and research in engineering, science, 
law, social sciences, economics and management, medicine, humanities, theology, fine art, 
music and drama.

Our 41,000 students and 7,500 employees are based at our campuses in Lund, Malmö and 
Helsingborg. The University has a turnover of around SEK 7 500 million (EUR 808 million), of 
which two thirds is in research and one third in education.

We are an international university with global recruitment. We cooperate with 600 partner 
universities in over 70 countries and are the only Swedish university to be a member of the 
strong international networks LERU (the League of European Research Universities) and 
Universitas 21.
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CONTACT INFO

1. Graduate School 
Find us on a map  
e-mail: master@sam.lu.se 
Home page: graduateschool.sam.lu.se/ 
Facebook: tinyurl.com/GS-Lund-facebook 
LinkedIn: tinyurl.com/GS-Lund-Linkedin

2. Student Union 
Home page: samvetet.org

3. Lund University 
Home page: www.lu.se  
The university is on iTunesU, Youtube, Facebook, Instagram, 
LinkedIn and Twitter

The historic main university building, sometimes informally referred to 
as the White House, from 1882.

http://www.svet.lu.se/CSS_kontakt.lasso?-token.page=kartor
http://www.svet.lu.se/CSS_kontakt.lasso?-token.page=kartor
mailto:master@sam.lu.se?subject=
mailto:master@sam.lu.se?subject=
http://graduateschool.sam.lu.se/
http://graduateschool.sam.lu.se/
http://tinyurl.com/GS-Lund-facebook
http://tinyurl.com/GS-Lund-facebook
http://tinyurl.com/GS-Lund-Linkedin
http://tinyurl.com/GS-Lund-Linkedin
http://samvetet.org/en/
http://samvetet.org/en/
http://www.lu.se
http://www.lu.se
http://itunes.apple.com/se/institution/lund-university/id393848970
http://itunes.apple.com/se/institution/lund-university/id393848970
http://www.youtube.com/lunduniversity
http://www.youtube.com/lunduniversity
http://www.facebook.com/lundsuniversitet
http://www.facebook.com/lundsuniversitet
http://www.apple.com/se/
http://www.apple.com/se/
https://www.linkedin.com/edu/school?id=17101
https://www.linkedin.com/edu/school?id=17101
http://twitter.com/Lundsuni
http://twitter.com/Lundsuni


Graduate School
Graduate School at the Faculty of Social Sciences offers interdisciplinary programmes and 
courses at Master’s level. We coordinate four interdisciplinary programmes in Development 
Studies, Global Studies, Middle Eastern Studies and Social Studies of Gender, and offer 
courses in theory of science, research methodology and in interdisciplinary themes.

Graduate School was founded in 2007 in response to the Faculty of Social Sciences’ need to 
offer interdisciplinary programmes in areas not covered by specific departments. There are 
currently about 150 programme students roughly distributed in groups of 20 to 40 students 
per programme. In addition, Graduate School has approximately 300 students taking our 
classes in theory of science and scientific methodology. We have students from every 
continent, all with a background in the social sciences. Our international teaching staff comes 
from different departments at the Faculty of Social Sciences, as well as from outside the 
Faculty.

The Graduate School office is located on the 2nd floor in Gamla Kirurgen, Sandgatan 3. 

Director of Studies Mikael Sundström mikael.sundstrom@svet.lu.se

Graduate School administration Email: master@sam.lu.se

Phone: +46 (0)46 222 48 83, +46 (0)46 222 31 30

Student Reception (open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10-13)  

Postal Address 

Programme Administrator 
Graduate School 
Faculty of Social Sciences 
Lund University, Box 117 
221 00 Lund, Sweden
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The home of Graduate School used to be part of the city’s Old hospital – and its bed wards and operation 
theatres have duly been transformed into (rather less blood-spattered) lecture theatres and meeting rooms 
(our classrooms used to be bed wards). The old mortuary is in the basement (we’ve been thinking about 

organising a Halloween tour one of these years… maybe it’s time?)

mailto:mikael.sundstrom@svet.lu.se
mailto:mikael.sundstrom@svet.lu.se
mailto:master@sam.lu.se
mailto:master@sam.lu.se


SECTION 2

Course overview
Teaching
Thesis Preparation Track is an integrated part of semesters 1-3 in all of Graduate School’s 
programmes. The majority of the activities take place in the first semester, since they convey 
skills that are useful from the start. There are also some activities scheduled in the second and 
third semester. The fourth semester is not included in Thesis Preparation Track, since this 
semester is dedicated to writing your thesis. 

The timeline on page 6 gives an overview of all TPT activities. 

The schedule on page 10 will be updated each semester with upcoming activities and dates.
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Goals
Thesis Preparation Track is not a course and does not have any formal assessment. The skills 
acquired throughout the track are all meant to facilitate and improve the thesis work.

The main goal of Thesis Preparation Track is, as the name implies, to prepare you as well as 
possible to write a successful thesis. 

 
Skills and goals 

After Thesis Preparation Track, when the thesis semester starts, all students should:

References and sources

๏ Be able to systematically search for relevant academic and non-academic sources 

๏ Be able to identify and evaluate scholarly literature

๏ Be able to write references in a correct style, both in-text and in a reference list

๏ Know how to plan and organize the reading of scholarly literature

 Academic writing

๏ Be able to structure a thesis proposal 

๏ Be able to build an argument

๏ Know how to connect theory with empirical material

๏ Know how to avoid plagiarism

Visualization

๏ Know the basic principles of how to use colours, lines, whitespace etc.

๏ Be able to apply the principles to convey both quantitative and qualitative information

Practical skills

๏ Know what support is available at different parts of Lund University when writing the 
master’s thesis

๏ Know what a master’s thesis constitutes and how the thesis semester is arranged at 
Graduate school 
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Support resources

Academic writing
Reading strategies lecture on navigating large 
reading loads and boosting comprehension and 
memory of texts (September)

Workshop on Strategies for Getting Started on 
Your Final Paper (October)

Non-scheduled lectures and workshops every 
term (sign up on website)

Individual appointments (booking form on 
website)

Writing nights: Five occasions per term. Goal 
to be as productive as possible in the company 
of other writers. 

Organiser: Academic Support Centre

www.lunduniversity.lu.se/current-students/acad
emic-matters-support/the-academic-support-ce
ntre 

Scheduled activities organised by  
Graduate School

Intro meeting about thesis
General introduction to thesis writing. 
Presentation of support and activities related 
to thesis writing provided by Graduate School 
and other institutions.

Time: beginning of term one, year one.

Organiser: Graduate School 

graduateschool.sam.lu.se

Sep MarFeb MayNov Dec Jan JunAprOctAug

Intro meeting 
about thesis

Academic writing Thesis 
introduction day

Scheduled activities organised by  
Graduate School

Thesis introduction day
Stimulating students to thing about the forms 
and content possibilities for their master’s 
theses. Workshops, inspiration lectures, 
department presentations, library resources as 
a starting point 

Time: end of term two, year one.

Organiser: Graduate School 

graduateschool.sam.lu.se

Support resources

Student health 
Open seminars on mindfulness and stress 
management 

“(anti-)Procrastination group” for students who 
want to reduce their tendency to postpone 
their studies (join by sending an email to 
asa.probert@stu.lu.se)

Organiser: Student health centre

www.lunduniversity.lu.se/current-students/healt
h-care/student-health-counselling/seminars-at-t
he-student-health-centre

Support resources

Finding and using literature
Introduction to library resources in September

Workshop on finding literature and managing 
references in October

Workshops in reference management with 
Refworks every year (sign up on website)

Organiser: Social Sciences Faculty Library

www.sambib.lu.se/en/

Finding and using 
literature

NEW! Scheduled activities organised by

Graduate school 

Visualization

Introduction to the basic principles of 
presenting information in visual form. Covers 
both quantitative data and qualitative 
elements.

One introduction lecture, in which principles 
and good/bad examples will be presented, and a 
workshop where you will be able to test your 
new skills.  
Organiser: Graduate School & Tony Ingesson

https://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/current-students/academic-matters-support/the-academic-support-centre
https://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/current-students/academic-matters-support/the-academic-support-centre
https://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/current-students/academic-matters-support/the-academic-support-centre
https://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/current-students/academic-matters-support/the-academic-support-centre
https://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/current-students/academic-matters-support/the-academic-support-centre
https://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/current-students/academic-matters-support/the-academic-support-centre
http://graduateschool.sam.lu.se
http://graduateschool.sam.lu.se
http://graduateschool.sam.lu.se
http://graduateschool.sam.lu.se
mailto:asa.probert@stu.lu.se
mailto:asa.probert@stu.lu.se
https://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/current-students/health-care/student-health-counselling/seminars-at-the-student-health-centre
https://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/current-students/health-care/student-health-counselling/seminars-at-the-student-health-centre
https://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/current-students/health-care/student-health-counselling/seminars-at-the-student-health-centre
https://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/current-students/health-care/student-health-counselling/seminars-at-the-student-health-centre
https://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/current-students/health-care/student-health-counselling/seminars-at-the-student-health-centre
https://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/current-students/health-care/student-health-counselling/seminars-at-the-student-health-centre
https://www.sambib.lu.se/en/
https://www.sambib.lu.se/en/
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MarFeb May JunAprSep Nov Dec JanOctAug

Thesis course

Support resources

E-resources
AWELU: Online resource for academic 
writing awelu.srv.lu.se/

MOOC on Writing in English  
www.lub.lu.se/en/open-online-courses

Sambib’s guide for international master’s 
programmes 
libguides.lub.lu.se/mastersprogrammes 

Information videos

www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIPm6SZ2dD
3Xs2K_gSXSamK8-d7vaE5pV

Mid-term seminar with 
programme directors

Thesis proposal 
draft

End of TPT 
Start of thesis course 

Preparation
track

http://awelu.srv.lu.se
http://awelu.srv.lu.se
https://www.lub.lu.se/en/open-online-courses
https://www.lub.lu.se/en/open-online-courses
http://libguides.lub.lu.se/mastersprogrammes
http://libguides.lub.lu.se/mastersprogrammes
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIPm6SZ2dD3Xs2K_gSXSamK8-d7vaE5pV
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIPm6SZ2dD3Xs2K_gSXSamK8-d7vaE5pV
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIPm6SZ2dD3Xs2K_gSXSamK8-d7vaE5pV
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIPm6SZ2dD3Xs2K_gSXSamK8-d7vaE5pV


SECTION 3

Your teachers
Your teaching team
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CONTACT INFORMATION

1. Maja Carlson (TPT coordinator) 
maja.carlson@sambib.lu.se 

2. Tony Ingesson (TPT coordinator) 
tony.ingesson@svet.lu.se 

3. Hanna Glad 
hanna.glad@stu.lu.se 

4. Ladaea Rylander  
ladaea.rylander@stu.lu.se  

Photo credits: Lund University website

Maja Carlson (TPT Coordinator) is a librarian at the Social Sciences 
Faculty Library. She teaches and gives support regarding searching for and 
evaluating literature and reference management. 

Tony Ingesson (TPT Coordinator) is a senior lecturer at the Department 
of Political Science. He teaches the visualization module.

 
Hanna Glad, The Academic Support Centre, is a writing and study 
specialist at the Academic Support Centre, which offers a range of services 
for students developing their writing, speaking, and study skills. She 
teaches sessions on academic reading and writing. 

Ladaea Rylander, The Academic Support Centre, is a writing and study 
specialist at the Academic Support Centre, which offers a range of services 
for students developing their writing, speaking, and study skills. She 
teaches sessions on academic reading and writing.  

mailto:Maja.carlson@sambib.lu.se
mailto:Maja.carlson@sambib.lu.se
mailto:tony.ingesson@svet.lu.se
mailto:tony.ingesson@svet.lu.se
mailto:hanna.glad@stu.lu.se
mailto:hanna.glad@stu.lu.se
mailto:ladaea.rylander@stu.lu.se
mailto:ladaea.rylander@stu.lu.se


Online Resources  

๏ Academic Writing MOOCs 
Open online course offered by Lund University, “Writing in English at University”. 
https://www.coursera.org/learn/writing-english-university  
The videos from the course are also available separately on Youtube: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLeVxAnFsasIqIc8b03kHA3tw-xfIwgO2M 

๏ AWELU 
Online platform for Academic writing at Lund University.  
https://awelu.srv.lu.se/

๏ International Master’s Programmes Guide by Social Sciences Faculty Library 
A guide with links to databases, search tools and guides to for instance reference 
management, collected by Social Sciences Faculty Library.  
http://libguides.lub.lu.se/mastersprogrammes 

๏ Reference Management Guide by Social Sciences Faculty Library 
A guide with information about reference management tools (EndNote and 
RefWorks) for Lund University students and staff. 
http://libguides.lub.lu.se/reference_management

๏ Research Methods & Encyclopaedias in Social Sciences Guide by Social Sciences Faculty 
Library 
A guide with links to books, ebooks, online encyclopedias and other online 
resources about research methods. 
http://libguides.lub.lu.se/research_methods
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SECTION 4

Course Resources
There are lots of guides, videos and online courses which can help prepare your for different 
aspects of writing your thesis. These are some of them! 

https://www.coursera.org/learn/writing-english-university
https://www.coursera.org/learn/writing-english-university
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLeVxAnFsasIqIc8b03kHA3tw-xfIwgO2M
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLeVxAnFsasIqIc8b03kHA3tw-xfIwgO2M
https://awelu.srv.lu.se
https://awelu.srv.lu.se
http://libguides.lub.lu.se/mastersprogrammes
http://libguides.lub.lu.se/mastersprogrammes
http://libguides.lub.lu.se/reference_management
http://libguides.lub.lu.se/reference_management
http://libguides.lub.lu.se/research_methods
http://libguides.lub.lu.se/research_methods


SECTION 5

Track overview
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Table 1 Your course at a glance

TIME COURSE ACTIVITY

TERM ONE

SIMP45: 5/9 10.15-12.00  
SIMP35: 6/9 10.15-12.00 
SIMP25: 11/9 10.15-12.00 
SIMP17:  13/9 10.15-12.00 

Lecture | Maja Carlson 
Finding and Using Literature - Introduction 

ALL COURSES 
11/9, 15.15-17.00

Lecture |  Ladaea Rylander 
Effective Reading Strategies

SIMP45: 3/10 10.15-12.00  
SIMP35: 4/10 10.15-12.00 
SIMP17: 9/10 10.15-12.00 
SIMP25: 9/10 13.15-15.00 

Workshop | Maja Carlson 
Finding Literature and Managing References 

SIMP17: 14/10, 13.15-16.00 
SIMP25: 15/10, 13.15-16.00 

Lecture |  Ladaea Rylander & Hanna Glad 
Strategies for Getting Started on Your Final Paper

SIMP35: 23/10, 13.15-16.00 
SIMP45: TBA

Workshop |  Ladaea Rylander & Hanna Glad 
Sharpen Your Academic Argument: Workshop Your Final Course Paper 
with a Writing Specialist

TBA
Lecture | Tony Ingesson 
Visualization 

NB. Regularly check the course lesson plan in Live@Lund  
for potential schedule alterations and to locate relevant classrooms

NB. Regularly check the course lesson plan in Live@Lund  
for potential schedule alterations and to locate relevant classrooms



11

Table 2 Your course at a glance (cont’d)

TIME COURSE ACTIVITY

TERM TWO  

TBA Lecture and Workshops | Programme Directors, Graduate School  
Thesis Introduction Day 

NB. Regularly check the course lesson plan in Live@Lund  
for potential schedule alterations and to locate relevant classrooms

NB. Regularly check the course lesson plan in Live@Lund  
for potential schedule alterations and to locate relevant classrooms



Teaching and Reading Schedule

Term One
Finding and Using Literature - Introduction  
(lecture)  |  Teacher: Maja Carlson

Introduction to library resources in September of the first semester, for all new students. Find out how 
to use the online search tools, databases and resources available through Lund University Libraries. Get 
an overview of how our library system works and what the most common rules/regulations are. Get to 
know the online subject guide for your program. 

Effective Reading Strategies  
(lecture)  |  Teacher: Ladaea Rylander

Effective reading strategies to help you better understand and remember what you read, including 
advice for tackling long reading lists and for taking better notes. This is a joint session for all 
programmes at Graduate school. 

Finding Literature and Managing References  
(workshop)  |  Teacher: Maja Carlson

Workshop with focus on support for the final paper (or other assignment such as a literature review) of 
the first semester. How to find, use and evaluate relevant literature for your papers. Introduction to 
reference management software RefWorks. Please bring any questions that you might have!

Strategies for Getting Started on Your Final Paper 
(lecture)  |  Teacher: Ladaea Rylander & Hanna Glad

Learn about the writing process, including strategies for getting words on the page, organizing your 
ideas and the literature, crafting an academic argument, and connecting theory with empirical material! 
Come prepared to develop your final paper topics and arguments. 

Sharpen Your Academic Argument: Workshop Your Final Course 
Paper with a Writing Specialist 
(workshop)  |  Teacher: Ladaea Rylander & Hanna Glad

Bring your final paper draft, no matter what state it is in, to this workshop on elements of an academic 
argument and connecting theory with empirical material. We will also cover some revision strategies to 
help you target global coherence so that your readers will say "this text makes sense!" 

Visualization 
(lecture)  |  Teacher: Tony Ingesson

The visualization module will introduce you to the basic principles of presenting information in visual 
form. The module will cover both quantitative data and qualitative elements (such as how to illustrate 
abstract concepts, etc.). The module comprises an introduction lecture, during which principles and 
good/bad examples will be presented, and a workshop where you will be able to test your new skills. 
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Term Two
Thesis introduction day 
(lectures and workshop)  |  Teachers: Programme Directors, Graduate School

A whole day dedicated to introducing and preparing for thesis work, organized by Graduate School’s 
programme directors. 
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